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It kindles all the Soul with Honor's Fire, 
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ANNA MELYVIL. 


CHAP. * 


RS. 


every cottage in the village, 
happy in having it in her power to be 


ſo laudably employed; liberally furs 
niſhed by her patroneſs with the means 
of relieving the diſtreſſed, ſhe could 
not fail to be a welcome gueſt, ſhe was. | 


this day met by Mr. Elvin as ſhe was 
| returning to the hall, whotold her u 


vol. 1. Wh he 


Middleton had ata | 


* 


82 ANNA MEL VII. 
he had that morning been to pay a 
viſit which had greatly affected him. 
I found, ſaid he, at Farmer Dobſon's, 
who came, to fetch me one of the moſt 
elegant young women J ever beheld, 
who appeared in the laſt ſtage of a 
conſumption, and who ſeemed equally | 
| diſtreſſed in mind and body; ſhe re- 
ceived me in a manner that convinced : 
me ſhe had not been accuſtomed to 
ſo humble an abode, with many polite 
apologies for the liberty ſhe had taken 
in ſending for me, ſhe had given me 
5 that trouble to ſolicit my advice, and 
| protection; young as I am, faid ſhe, 
| while the tear gliſtened in her eye, I | 
have experienced a long ſeries of miſ- | 
. fortunes, but now, thank heaven, added 
ſhe with an affecting accent, they will 


ANNA: MELYIL. FT 


ad dank Has end.—All I wiſh 
for, is ſome ſecure and quiet retreat, 
where I may die in peace; theſe good 
people, with whom I have been for 
this week paſt, have it not in their 
power, with convenience to themſelves, 
longer to accommodate me, I am a 
perfect ſtranger in this part of the 
country.—Providence has till. left me 
from the wreck of better days, a ſuffi- 
ciency to pay a moderate price to any 
decent family who will receive me as 


a boarder. Shall I own, Sir, continued 5 


the, that I preſumed to wiſh, that you 
would condeſcend to confer on me 


that on »y 


She "i her ooks her manner, 
her⸗ . diſtreſſed ſituation, unknown 48 
„„ ſhe 


4 4 MELYIL. 


ſhe was to me, would have pre- 


vented one moment's heſitation in 
complying with her requeſt, had-not 
the largeneſs of my family. Say no 
more, interrupted Mrs. Middleton 
with impatience, tis for ſuch as her, 
that Mrs. Roſcommon's hoſpitable 
manſion, and liberal purſe are ever 
open; I will inſtantly pay a viſit to 


the poor unfortunate, and remove her 


to the hall, where ſhe will have proper 


advice, for her declining health, and 


 ſuch-ſoothing tenderneſs as may help 
PS: onion gg” 


The chaiſe was immediately W 
ed, and Mrs. Middleton, who charged 


the man to make all poſſible expedi- 


. en reached Farmer Dobſon — | 
She 


ANNA MELVIL 5 


She enquired for their lodger, not hav- 
ing thought of aſking her name of 
Mr. Elvin, Miſs Melvil 1 ſuppoſe 
you mean madam, faid the farmer's 
wife, poor child ſhe has been worſe 
than ever, ſince our good parſon left 
her, ſhe is ere now lain down up ſtairs 
there, I am ſure ſhe makes my heart 


ach, for a ſweeter young body fure 


never was ſeen. — Mrs. Middleton 
followed Mrs. Dobſon up to her Jitle 
neat apartment; Miſs Melvin with 
ſome difficulty roſe to receive her ner 
friend; her appearance greatly pre- 
poſſed Mrs.- Middleton in her favor, 
and though ſhe was prepared to expect 
an elegant figure, ſne had not formed 
am idea of any thing half ſo lovely & 
ſhe found her, her dreſs was white and 
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6 ANNA MEL VII. 


put on with an uncommon neatneſs, 


and becoming ſimplicity, her form | 
naturally delicate and fe minine, was 
rendered ſtill more ſo by her indiſpo- 


| ſition, her manner had all the eaſe of 


good breeding, accompanied with an 


air of reſpectful modeſty. 


1 


to Roſcommon hall, was made with 


all the ardor of benevolent friendſhip, | 

and readily accepted with every ex- 

| preſſion of gratitude that a feeling. 

| heart could dictate, at che hall ſne was 

accommodated. with an elegant apatt- 
ö | ment, to which after ſome r efreſhment, 4 


ſhe-was without being fatigued with 
queſtions, permitted to retire. Every 


comfort and conveniency, with the 


; _ 


advice 


i ee 
advice of a ſkilful phyſician, in a week's 5 
time made a wonderful alteration for 
the e in 'her health, and the 


charms of her perſon began to regain | 
their native luſtre. 8 | 


Mrs: Middleton had inthe mean time 
wrote to inform her patroneſs, Mrs. 
| Roſcommon, of what ſhe had done 
in regard to this falr ſtranger; and 
| received an anſwer, teſtifying a perfect 
- approbation of her conduct. ' 


S ANN NKL. 


CHAP. II. 


RS. Middleton had "7 cli 
cacy forborn to queſtion Miſs 
Mai, in regard to her former ſitu- 
ation in fe. — She waited for her to | 
begin the ſubject, ſatisfied both from | 
her manner and converſation, that ſhe 
had nothing which ſhe need bluſh to 
: ON HOI thinketh no evil. 
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They met one morning alone i in 

ED. + library ; ; Miſs Melvil might natu- 

1 - ly ſuppoſe that ſome little ac- 
Count of herſelf would be expected. 

| 5 She 


SJ A 
— " 
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1 She therefore with waiting to bs 

reequeſted, ſaid to her ar Ae ee my 
dear madam, amidſt the innumerable . 
obligations, you have conferred on 

me, I know not if the generous, ang 
vunſuſpecting confidence with which = 
you condeſcended to receive a poor 

unfortunate unknown, has not made 

the tendereſt impreſſion on my heart. 

I think it however incumbent on me, 
voluntarily to relate, what your en- 

gaging delicacy would not Pat you 

to enquire into. 


5 . the \nailiits ne to be to | 
this moment ignorant of my Parents, £ 
1 I was from charity educated and ſup- 
ported by one, who declared, even at 
her death, that J was'in no way related 
| of =: 
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1 ANNA, MELY I be. 


to. her; ſhe nevertheleſs 1k: me two 


thouſand pounds, and during her life 
ſpared no expence in Procuring for 


me maſters to teach me every accom- 
pliſhment requiſite to form a young 


woman oh faſhion. 


Fi « While ſhe ivud I enjoyed a ſtate 
of affluence.—The place of her reſi- 


_ dence Was in the neighbourhood of 


Bath; we generally ſpent ſome months 
of the winter in the reſort of the gay 
and elegant; ; I had ſome advantageous. 


offers of marriage, but ſhe thought 
me then too young, and I felt no in- 


elination to enter into that ſolemn ; 
ſtate, which muſt decide for life my 


| happineſs or miſery ; before I was ſix- 


teen, I. loſt my friend and proteftreſs, | 
« Some 


-& 


ANNA MEL VII. 11 


e « Some time before her death her 
nephew returned from abroad, where 
he had reſided for ſome years, all 
bis aunt's fortune, was to devolve to 

him, except the generous, legacy ſne 

had bequeathed me. — Mr. Brandon, 

ſo this ' gentleman was called, had, 
while very young, made an imprudent 
marriage. —He was at that time ſepa- 
rated from his wife, who on. his going 
| abroad, he had left in England, with 
a determination never more to live 
with her.— His aunt's illneſs, and her 
defire of ſeeing him before her death, 
induced him to reviſir his native 
- COUNT. {7 de 


Well had it been for me, continued 


Mis Melvil, wiping a ſtarting tear 
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12 ANNA MELVEL, 


from her eyes, if he had never return- 


ed. His aunt ſpoke of me to him 
with warm affection ; this dear child 
aud the, prefing my hand berween | 
her's, was to me a gift of heaven; ſhe 


haas been the-conſolation of my life, and 
is now at the Cloſe of it, the chief 


object of my tender anxiety. If you 
my dear nephew had been more fortu- 


nate in your matrimonial connexions, I 


would have requeſted your protection 
for her, but you have no family to in- 
trodace: her to, and you are, I fear, 
and yet to whom elſe can I commit 


| this precious charge; hitherto your 


character has been irreproachable, 
«all that your kind partialitybelieves me, 


We all- ought to 0 interrupted he 


with . 


ANNA MELYVTtL 13 


and here I ſwear to be one to her,” — 


And as youfulfil this your ſolemn en- 
gagement, ſaid my expiring benefact- 
refs, claſping her hands and raifing her 
hanguid a RE: | 

II” 7 


She died. — Mr. Brandon took 
| ve of her houſe, fortune, and 
effects, he was ſole executor. — A 


| prudent woman was provided for me, | 


and I continued under that hoſpitable = 


roof, which had, by the unremitting 
kindneſs of my benefactreſs, been ſo 

juſtly dear to me for ſome months 
my new guardian appeared wholy i im- 
05 merſed in buſineſs, his =Y abſence 
from. 


w 


44 ANNA 1 EL VII- 
nat 


dom England had rendered it n 

1 devote a good deal of time to the 
arrangement of his affairs, but by de- 
grees he became more attentive to me. 
He was not ſatisfied with the exterior 
accompliſhments that I had acquired, 

he took upon himſelf the taſk of im- 5 1 
proving my mind, he made me read to | 8 
him thoſe authors which he deemed — i 
ell, calculated for that Fat. 0 


— ⁵˙ AA 


Ah! as hin little did 1 | 
ſuſpect, that all the pains he beſtowed on 
me was but to adorn the victim which 
be meant to ſacrifice to the moſt infa- | 
mous purpoſes. Permit me, madam, 
continued ſne, after a pauſe, to be as 
| brief as poſſible on this deteſted ſub- 
| bea. — Alen gaining, by a a thouſand : 
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arts, by the moſt engaging, the moſt 
ſeducing manner, the confidence, the | 

eſteem of an inexperienced girl, Who 

was but too much in his power, — He 

dared, I ſhudder at the dreadful recol- 7 

lection, he dared to attempt the vio- 

lation of chat virtue he had ſworn ta A 
protect. | 


© 3 1 
rr e — 2 — —.— 


By one of thoſe en inter- 
poſitions of providence, which are 
ſometimes manifeſted in the cauſe of 

| defenceleſs innocence, I eſcaped from 
the impending danger. — The moſt. 
noble, the moſt amiable of men, was 1 
ſent to my reſcue; he was travelling „ 
near the fatal place where I had been 
conveyed, in order to effect my ruin, 
he heard my cries, and ſaved me from 
de- 


| | 16 ANNA MEEVILG 
ſtruction, it was not till a wound in 

is ford arm had diſarm'd my raviſh- 
er, that he would yield up his intended 


Fir fainting, my deliverer, put me 
into his carriage, and conveyed me to 
a place of ſafety, —How delicate, how 
noble, was his treatment of me; he 

compelled my infamous guardian to 
pay me my legaey, he put me under the 
protection of his own family they 
were made to believe me the orphan 
daughter of an intimate friend of his, 
_ who had died abroad. The ſiſter of 
my noble deliverer, treated me as her 
ſiſter, his father (his mother had been 
dead ſome years) as kis child, my 
ee manner had che good for- 

tune : 


13 
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knowing him to have an uncommon 
ſhare of haughtineſs in his diſpoſition, 
had thought it neceſſary to deceive 
him in regard to my birth and fortune; 
he treated me with a reſpect, to Which, 
alas! 1 was but little intitled; and 
which, had he known the truth, he 
would have been the laſt man in the | 
nme | 


The Fe was Fs FRO 
uk even innocent deceptions (if any 
deception can be innocent) are ever in 
the end, a ſource of uneaſineſs, and 
oſten of misfortunes.— My deliverer 
(whoſe name I beg leave to conceal) 


Was a younger brother, and wholy de- 
pendant on an ambitious father, who 
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| 18 A N N A M FLVIL. E 
caught him by his birth, his fine per- 
ſon and accompliſhments, intitled to 
a diſtinguiſhed alliance, he had one in 
view at the time I became his gueſt, 
which was in every reſpect agreeable 
to him, nor could even the amiable 
Henry make any reaſonable objections, 
he had made none till he beheld me; 
he had conceived an unfortunate paſſion 
for me—he' revealed it to me—we 
both foreſaw the inſurmountable obſta- 
cles that oppoſed our union, but when 
has love ſo fervent as ours, ever been 
under the guidance. of reaſon; aſter 
extorting from me, by the moſt tender 


— — — PROD co, 


intreaties, an avowal of my ſentiments 


in his favor, he at laſt brought me by 
degrees to liſten to a ren of ay 


eee 


— 


1353 5 
34d FR ou : Wi ble 
a ; 
: 5 — # 
% 


ANNA MELVIL. * 


White this moſt im prudent ſcheme 

was in agitation, I beheld all at once 
an amazing change in the behaviour, 
both of his father and ſiſter. My 


f guilty heart, conſcious of i its weakneſs, 15 


took the alarm. I doubted not but we 
were diſcovered, and gave myſelf uß 
for loſt; but the misfortune that 
awaited me, was if poſſible more dread- 
ful than what I had apprehended. 
The vile and inhuman Brandon had | 
diſcovered my retreat; he had wrote 
to the father of my lover, he had re- 
preſented me in the moſt infamous 
light as a low born orphan, who had 
been taken out of charity by his late 
aunt, and brought up as an attendant: 
upon her perſon that aſter her death | 
he had condeſeended to tale the charge 
I | __ | od 


20 ANNA MYLVIL 

of me, and would have continued his 
friendſhip,” deceived by my ſpecious 
manner, had he not diſcovered an 
a intrigue between me and one of his 
domeſtics. —His letter was long and 
circumſtantial, and wrote with the 
moſt plauſible appearance of candor, 
full of expreiſions of compaſſion for 
my youth, though deteſting my vices; 
but thought himſelf bound in honour to 
diſcover my true character to a family 
who had been ſo grofly deceived by 
5 arts, as to admit ſo Weed a 


The dreadful letter 1 was ; firſt ſhewn 
to my lover, who in vain attempted 
my juſtifcation, by revealing the 
truth z he had once deceived and wae 

| * 
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no longer ' to be credited. re indig- 
nation of his father Was not to be de- 


ſcribed; he ſaw his deſign he ſaid, — his 


groveling foul had dared to harbour a 
wiſh of uniting itſelf to infamy, for- 
getting what he owed to himſe If, and 
to an ancient and honorable famihy.— 


He would hove ſtooped to receive a 
low born beggar to his arms, but 


if he was. baſe enough to perſevere 
in ſo deteſtable an attachment; from 


chat hour he ſhould be an alien from 


earth ſhould: be able to move him 


in his favor, he would behold him ex- 


ee ae 


* left his preſence, and haſtened 


pete dae see 


Fa 
| - : mow — ina — i 
: 2 mee 1 
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to convey me from the * that | 
awaited me; he placed me under the 


22 ANNA MELVIL. 


protection of a worthy clergyman, who 
had formerly been his tutor, and lived 


at about twelve miles diſtance from 
his father's ſeat. There he found, in 


ſpite of the watchful care of his family, 


frequent opportunities of ſeeing me; 
he renewed his ſolicitations for our 


private marriage, but as I now knew 


he diſpoſition of his father, and foreſaw 
the miſery that would attend ſuch a 
union, for his ſake, more than my own, 
oi ſteadily - reſiſted | all his | eloquence > 


and endeavoured to affiſt him in the 


_ {conqueſt of his unhappy - paſſion, but 
while I permitted his viſits that was 


not to be expected, 1 therefore took 
A reſolution” —ah/ madarn, ht did 
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not chat reſolution coſt my too  refrac- 
: tory heart— of leaving the family 
| where he had placed me, and of hi- 


ding myſelf in ſome obſcure retreat, 
to which, by the precautions I ſhould 


take, he would never be able to trace ; 


I ſucceeded, madam, for more than 


* twelvemonth. Fatigued! in mind and 
body, I ſtopped ar the farm houſe 
where you found me, my health is 
impaired, and my peace of mind is, I 
fear, loſt for ever, but Lam nevertheleſs 
thankful to heaven and you for this 
hoſpitable retreat, where J hope to end 
my few x emaining days in quiet.— | 
And now madam, added ſhe, I ſhould | 
be glad, if it is not too much trouble, 
to be informed in my turn, to whom, 5 
next to you, I am indebted. for this 
0 happy 
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happy afylum, this ſecond Millenium 
Hall, for 1 find that there are many 
more objects of your bounty. 


Not of mine,” interrupted Mrs. Mid- 
dleton, * 1 myſelf am ng of thoſe 
meg 


— we 1 words as poſſible, I wil! 


telate to you the hiſtory of our com- 
mon benefactreſs. 


. Mrs. Roſcommon was at an early 


age, leſt heireſs to a large eſtate ; ſhe 


is lovely: in her perſon, elegant in her 


manners, has received all the poliſh 
which an expenſive education can be- 
flow; and has a mind ſtill more em- 
 belliſhed' by nature; I am not afraid 


that. Jou wilt be diſappointed when 
„„ 


# 
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vou * * though 1 have FIR ſo 
* a picture: — ſhe i is ſtill in the 
ot her charms, a widow of 
82 and twenty; ; ſhe had, as you may 
ſuppoſe, a great number of admirers, 
but from living a good deal in the 
country, and having a taſte for ro- 


mances, | ſhe acquired a delicacy of 
ſentiment; and formed an idea of a 
lover which ſhe was not likely to find | 

realized; her friends however preffed 
her to marry. Out of thę number of 

thoſe. Who addreſſed her, two were 

pointed out as moſt worthy of her 
attention, Mr. Roſcommon and Sir 
William Fenton; they were however > 
- almoſt equally indifferent to he. 
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About that time her couſing, 
| ROT who was alſo * orpha. 
from a inkaeyh intimate ien tho' 


of different diſpoſitions, —Mrs Ro- 
common is grave, ſentimental and 


romantic; Miſs Courtney gay, ſen- 


ſible and ſpirited, their perſons differ 
no leſs; the former a perfect beauty 
in the feminine ſtile, the latter a ſmart 


- brunette, elegant in her perſon, grace - 
ful in her manner, with a face, which, 


without being regularly beautiful, is 


the moſt agreeable in the world. She 


did not behold the rival lovers with 


che indifference of her friend ; Sir Wil- 

bam Fenton, almoſt from their firſt 
+ meeting, made a conqueſt of her heart, 
i but while her couſin continued unde- 
termined, 


— < e 
— ————ĩ—ĩ ? 
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| fortunately for her their taſtes 
che happy * man. 


Stun with e for flighted 
love and diſappointed ambition, Sir 


William precipitately left the country. 
A conteſted election, in which he was 


intereſted, too ſoon obliged bim to 
return, — Mr. Roſco NC eſpouſed 
the oppoſite party ; the : 
deſtined to be rivals—they met—high 


ſequence they fought—the unfortu - 
| nate Roſcommon fell. How unſtable 
; is human felicity Fogg eee 
1 too meet, tro 1 1 
; 7 | S 


termined, ſhe - generouſly concealed + 
| her. ſentiments, and left her free to 


ee „and Mr. Roſcommon became | 


were ever a 


words aroſe—a challenge was the con- 


28 | ANNA MEL VII. 


Sir William fled, his antagoniſt had 
powerful friends, they threatened ven- 


geance in ſpite of ſome . favorableye 
cumſtances attending the duel. On b 
part of Fenton there appeared no hopes 
of his obtaining his pardon. 


He no longer ſtands in need of it, 
continued Mrs. Middleton, after a 
pauſe, for by the laſt accounts from 
8 abroad, his friends have received in- 
_  tclligence of his death, by the ſmall 


11 ſhall not attempt a aaa of _ 
Mrs. Roſcommon's grief, at the loſs 

ol a huſbandwho adored her, and vhm 

the highly eſteemed ; which no doubt 
in time would have ripened into a 
7 warmer 
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ANNA MELVIL 29 
warmer paſſion; but her ſorrow was 
7 compared to that of Miſs 


Courtney, - (whoſe feelings are more 
: alive) for the death of S * William. | 


They have both made a Keton 
to continue ſingle, to unite their for- 
tunes, and to live together. — Mrs. 
Roſcommon has dedicated this ſpacious 
munfion to the reception of the unfor- 
tunate of her own ſex ; ſhe has deputed 
me, the directreſs of it.— The Lady 
Abbeſs as her couſin calls me; at the 
ſame time declaring that ſhe wil 
herſelf be one of the nuns, and that for 
life ; but in regard to that we ſhall N 
ſee ; ſage reſolutions at her time of life 
5 are eaſier made than kept. We have : 
alſo in the village, charity ſchools, and 
op EY ù _ little 
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little cee for the 1 c 
ment of the poor. Mrs. Roſcommon. 
is a general benefactreſs to the whole 
country; buſineſs at preſent detains 


her in London, but we may now ſonn 


expect the happineſs of her company ; 
Miſs Courtney too will ere long be 
here; you will be delighted with both, 

and in fuch ſociety. I flatter myſelf, - 
you will recover that ſerenity; of which 
an unfortunate paſſion has deprived 
| YOU, — They have, like you, khown 
affiction, you will, by TOO con- 
* each other. tag 


cHAP. 
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CHAP. II. 


- 


TN a bew days Mrs. Roſcommon 
arrived at the hall, ſhe was pre- 
poſſeſſed in favor of Miſs Melvil, by 
Mrs. Middleton's letters, but "the 
Vas abſolutely charmed when ſhe 
bekeld her; — indeed che admiration of ; 
thoſe two amiable women was reci- 
procal, they each thought that they 

had never ſeen any thing half fo lovely, | 

The fair widow was an enthuſiaſtic 
| admirer of beauty, all her heroines 
had been perfect in that way, ſhe there- | 
fore inſtantly conceived the moſt ro- 8 
mantic friendſhip for the fair unfortu- 
nate, 


— 


* X 
3 
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Anna Melvil could hardly find 


language to expreſs her grateful feel- 


ings, for a moment ſhe even forgot 


her Henry, while her heart was ſoothed 


by the affectionate careſſes of her 


charming new friend. — There now 
wanted only the return of Miſs Court- 
ney, to compleat at the hall, la belle 


aſſembly. — She had promiſed to ſtay. 


ſome weeks longer in town, with hex 
friend Miſs Summerville ; ſhe felt a 
particular penchant for that family, 
perhaps becauſe they were the intimate 
friends of her ſtill lamented Fenton. 
1 * . Summerville had had the manage- 
ment of his affairs during his exile, and 
2 his death was nominated his execu- 


tor. — It ſoothed her melancholy to 
1 ſpeak. of of him, it was in that family he 


could 


% 


8 


. 
7 


gone 


” 
| 
= 


ANNA) MELVIL, 33 


could with moſt freedom indulge her- 


5 ſelf in in that ſad Roe, 


Miſs 3 and Mrs. Roſcom- 


mon were alone acquainted with her | 
from the firſt hopeleſs paſſion ;ﬀ—as it 


was ſuch the former did not think it 
prudent to truſt her with the contents 


of the following letter, which her 
brother received ſome weeks before 


her arrival in town, —as it could only 


ſerve to keep alive her fruitleſs attach - 


ment; had it not been for that, ſhe 
might ſafely, both from her prudence, 
and regard for Sir William, have been. 


truſted, though it was of infinite con- 
| ſequence that it ſhould be kept ſecret 


from all the reſt of the world, parti 


. 9 her couſin. 


34 ANNA MELVIH : 
SIR WILLIAM FENTON. + 
To. BE: 


> CHARLES SUMMERVILLE, rsa. 


oe > 


7 Canno eres the ſenſe I have of 
on mes u „„ bn 
forlorn fituation. — You have ſettled 
ed, I am as rich as I deſire to be, fo 
ee heir take boch eſtare mare 


1 6206 but ie here below, x not wants > that fl longs 


| Keep my ſecret, and from henceforth | 
know 22 by the new name of. | 


Your friend, - 


Nimzz. 
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MISS COURTNEY, 
T0 THE. 
non. uns. ROSCOMMON. 


— ciews/ ny Gwect 466... 

fin, that I ſhall be with you at the 
time I mentioned in my laſt Victoria 
is preſſing, and and my ideas are a 
little deranged this morning. — I 
really believe the lovely girl has form- 
ed a plot againſt me. While we 
were drinking tea yeſterday, tte a te, 
in a ſort of female friendly: yawning 
ſtile, for my dear, though. female 
iricndibip may; be called e 

C6, it. 
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it is ſometimes rather of che compoſing 

kind you muſt allow; while, I ſay, we 
were inclining to anui, in came her 
brother, accompanied by ſuch a man!— 
1 Oh! you can have no idea; as far from 
an Adonis, by . the bye, as one could 
| wiſh, but tall, graceful, elegant in his 
; maanner, fine eyes, fine teeth, and a 
. voice enn alen. 5 


1 That ku era, Gta Aakes of ſnow, moles as they * 


'T never ia my life experienced o 
ſcrange an emotion as his preſence 


excited, 'twas abſolutely unaccount- 
5 able, I felt as awkward as a country. : 
1 mis does next morning after an aſſem- 
ou bh when her partner comes to pay her 

_ a viſit, and was: almoſt as en at a 


e . e 
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> Victoria viſibly enjoyed my embar- 
raſſment; the ſtranger, on the contrary 

was all eaſe, and agreeable vivacity.— 

He has chiefly reſided abroad it ſeems, 
though not a foreigner. I am partial 
to the male creatures of my native 
country. —Vi&oria tells me he is of 
Iriſh extraction, that he was for years 
Page of Honor to his Majeſty of 2, 
| France.—Heavens then, cries my pious. 


couſin, is he not a catholic I never 


thought of aſking the queſtion, child, 
but if he ſhould, I fear your giddy 

Sophia would not be able to figure 
as a Clementina; however, we are not 


yet come to the drawing of ſettlements, 


nor have we begun to diſpute whether a 
5 aer ſhall be brought up in his 
"4 laſion or mine; — no, we hae 
many 
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If you wiſh to know more haſten to me, 
and form your own better judgment of 
the creature, but take care leſt you 
| ſhould have reaſon to ſing or ſay, 


| My cold flinty heart, it is he that has warm'd, 


Come, 1 for, and bring your ſober 
favorite Mrs. Middleton with you, tis 
time you ſhould emerge, I want you 
to keep me in countenance — Enough. 
have I for this twelvemonth paſt ſacri- 
ficed to moping melancholy. ;—diipa- | 
tion, if not pleaſure (for entre nouſe 
5 they do not often aſſociate) thall have 
its turn to reign, tis a folly that deſerves. 
tobe encouraged—ſo for the moment 
thinks your | Fe HEN 
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SIR WILLIAM FENTON 
T0": 


LORD DESMOND. 


VERY thing, my dear Deſinond, 
has hitherto ſucceeded to my wiſh, 


2 report of my death has had the 


deſired effect.—a few who honored me 


: 0 with their eſteem have heaved a ſigh 
to my memory.—My heir-at-law has 


got handſome mourning, and has quietly 


taken poſſeſſion of my title and eſtate. 


So there's an end of poor Sir William 
Fenton, a promiſing youth, who at the 


age 


ANNA: MINI ' At 


age of twenty-four was cut off by that 
fell diſeaſe the ſmall pox, his remains 


were with proper ſolemnity interred in 


the great church.—Softly,'I had forgot 


he was a heretic,—no matter, we will 


ſuppoſe he was buried. — And now 
permit me to hope that you will transfer 


the friendſhip with which you honored | 
him, to your humble ſervant the Che- 


_valier Niſbet, who with his. former 


name has ſhaken off that melancholy, 
with which, for more than a twelve- 


month, he has been haunted, - 


I hoped this effect from my native 


perſon at leaſt quite an altered man; my 
own mother (were ſhe alive) could not 


know me again, ſuch ravages has my 


late 
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late horrid malady made in my once 
handſome face, don't accuſe me of 
vanity, or blame our fair enſlavers, 
who formerly took fo much pains to 
| perſuade me of my manly beauty, but . 
no matter what I was, ſince I ſhall now - 
no longer be in danger of their flattery ; 
be it as it will, I rejoice in the change, 
ſince by it I am without fear of a diſ- 
covery — returned from my exile, 1 
ſeem to tread on air. Oh liberty thou 
beſt of heaven's gifts: a thouſand i in- 
viting proſpects open to my view, 1 
appear to have the world to begin 
5 again, with the advantage of dear-· bought 
ä * cured too of a fatal, and 
unrequited paſſion, my heart is . 
free to chooſe. 
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| You, my dear Deſmond, who have 
philoſophized yourſelf into a ſort of 


apathy, can have no conception. of that 


eagerneſs with which I am now, in ſpite 
_ of paſt diſappointments, going to ſtart 

forward in the race of pleaſure, I have 
a vivacity, a giddineſs in my nature, 
which will not give me leiſure, critically x 
to examine what Lam willing to dignify 
by the name of happineſs, and by that 
gay negligence I am certainly nearer 
do it, than thoſe ſage mortals who will 


| : let nothing paſs current, but what will 


ref ont 


takes you not, Henry, too much in 
chat ſtile, elſe why, with an uncommon 
mare of good ſenſe, with a genius 
Ber WT" every thing; with | 

An | 1 rank. 
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rank, fortune, and a perſon formed to 
captivate 2 why that air of languor, 
that enn 5 J will not add noncbalance * 
ſince I am convinced you have grea 
ſenſibility, that your paſſions are even 
violent, but want rouſing from an ab- 
ſence of proper objects to exite them. 


9 


a Though we have ſq long been on 
an intimate footing, yet I have never 
thought of aſking if any unfortunate 
event in your life, has been the cauſe of 
a gravity, which without ſomething 
very extraordinary, is unaccountable in 

ſo young a man; ſome love affair, (for 
hat but love, the diſturber of high and 

of low) could it be; this accounts for 
the indifference with which you treat 
the ladies, who in ſpite of your cool- 
1 Eg Bog Fs | neſs : 
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_ neſs are ready to run away with you, 3 
but reſerve your heart till you come 
to England, the Britiſh fair alone are 
wortliy of ſuch a prize. —My former 
Flame for e who ſo lovely as 
the gentle Emma. 


Jam now in purſuit of her pretty 
couſin, who if ſomewhat leſs fair, 
is more lively; I have, ſince my return, 
diſcovered charms in her; which I never 

before obſerved; how ſhould I, when 
my whole ſoul was engroſſed by the 
other I am told that Sophia had a 
ſecret penchant for Sir William Fenton; 
droll enough, that ſhe ſhould, as Þ 
think I can perceive, have no violent 
antipathy to honeſt Niſbet, who is not 
half ſo handſome, a ors of conſtant 
* inconſtancy. 
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Addeu, my dear Deſmond, let me 
Feen you ſoon, or far rather let 
me ſee you, the time is I think already | 
elapſed which you fixed for your re- 
turn, I am impatient for that event, | 
| becauſe I am moſt ſincerely yours, 


EpwarD NIsSBET. 


My new name remember, beware of 
diſcovering my ſecret. 
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- 


LORD DESMOND. 
TO THE 


CHEVALIER NISBET. 


% 


0 fear of your ſecret my dear 


Niſbet, I rejoice to find thatyou 
are in ſuch good ſpirits, and that your 
affairs are ſettled ſo much to your 


advantage ; but I am aſtoniſhed (at 


your lively ſhall I call it) to hear you 
ſo ſoon talk of a new attachment 
what a commodious heart is yours. 


To me che ſubje& is of ſo ſerious a na- 


— 


dee der i . aer fen len tt 


3 18 Me 
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me tremble, for I too have loved, but 
not like you, it was with madneſs, 
Vith enthuſiaſm, a thouſand obſtacles 
oppoſed, and now by the death of-my 


.* elder brother, a thouſand new ones are 


added. Vou know my father's diſ- 

; poſition, the moſt ambitious, the moſt 
arbitrary man on earth; as to fortune 
I am n wholly in his ehe though þ he 
- T5} 245 8 e ee 


* 


Ry 


- Oh! had T been ome humble fin be. | 


1 105 FR baden to derum 0e En- 
gland, my health is re-eſtabliſhed, 1 
| have no longer a pretence to refuſe his 
ſunmons, all places but one are equally 
indifferent to me, and that one in ſpire 
of all py diligen , I cannot diſcover. 
* = ws 


ANNA MELVIL, 49 

| © This country, were my heart at 
eaſe, would be greatly to my taſte, 
Rouſſeau's animated deſcription has 
endeared it to me, I trace the footſteps 

of his St. Preux, I fancy myſelf that 
unfortunate lover, and lament, like him, 
the abſence of my Eloiſa. Talk not 
to me of your Emma, the woman Who 
has power, to affect me muſt be all 


ſoul, no inſipid inanimate beauty, far 
leſs a pert coquette, a would-be wit, 
ſhe muſt be the child of nature, whoſe 
animated countenance ſhould ſpeak all 
the feelings of a pure and uncorrupted 
heart; ; ſhe muſt be like——ah!l my 
hand trembles , and refuſes to write 
the dear, che fatal name; why Niſbet 
did yon betray me into this ſubject, 
it is too much for me, and you will 


r . > laugh _ 
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langh at my meals; Farewell then, 
ere long I hope to have the pleaſure, 
| of aſſuring you in perſon, that I am 
| fincerely yours, 


Drsuox p. 


CHAP. IV. 
Iss Courtney found her ſtay at 
= Miſs Summerville's ſo perfectly 


/ | agreeable, that but for a conſciouſneſs 


that ſince the arrival'of Niſbet, ſhe had 
found a thouſand new charms in the 
| ſociety of the friendly circle, ſhe would 
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have been tempted to have prolonged 
her viſit, the time of her departure had 
been in ſome meaſure fixed before he 5 
made his appearance, ſhe could not 
therefore prolong it, without exci ting 
the raillery of Victoria, which ſhe began 
already to experience on her embarraſſ 
ment, when in company of the gallant 
youth. She gave orders for her jour-. 
ney then, the evening preceding her 
departure, Niſbet was one of the party, 

| they were both uncommonly grave ; 


Sophia in vain ſtrove to aſſume her 
native vivacity, ſhe put, her friends in 
mind of their promiſed viſit to the 
hall, ſhe urged them affectionately ta 
confirm their promiſe. 1 will renew 
it, ſaid Victoria archly, provided you 
will give me permiſſion to bring a few 

. Ds u ꝰ 
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beaux with me, this creature, for ex- 

ample, clapping him on the ſhoulder, 
and making him ſtart from a penſive 
reverie, what ſay you Niſbet, have you 
| any objection to love in a * 


They tell me there is one amongſt 
the ſober ſiſterhood who is a perfect | 
angel, and then Emma, Sophia and I, 
| three more Divinities, will you, or 
will you not be of the party? © I will, 
I will,” cried he, gaily ſnatching her 
hand and preſſing it to his lips; and 
here I ſeal my promiſe and impreſs 
the remembrance of yours. 


Well then,“ reſumed ſhe; “1 
ſend warning by you Sophia, that the 
Lady Abbeſs may be upon her guard, 
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zs 1 ſhall, ere long, ſtorm your caſtle 
with a whole regiment of redoubtable 

knights, who ſhall ſetall your eld 

damſels at liberty.” _ 


er FN Mr. Niſbet took 
| reluftant leave, having proteſted to 
| Sophia, by a pair of the moſt intelligent 
ſpeaking eyes in the world, that he 
ſhould not enjoy one moment's peace ; 
till they met again. This parting | 
glance furniſhed her with a pleaſing | 
9 | fubje& of meditation during her jour= 
3 ney; Mrs. Roſcommon received her 
2 with open grms, nor was ſhe leſs wel- 
come to the worthy Mrs. Middleton, 
who not only efteemed her for the 

| goodneſs of her heart, but 4 
in her agreeable vivacity. „ 
2 W Anna 
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Anna was preſent on her arrival, and 
was ſtruck with the graceful elegance 
of her perſon ; but ſhe felt that ſhe 
could not in her company be ſo per- 
fectly unreſtained, as in that of her 
gentle and engaging couſin. | « Your 
humble ſervant Mrs. Trantem and Miſs 
Mincel, ſaid Sophia, making an affect- 
ed low courteſy, with a gay air; *I think, 


if my memory does not fail me, thoſe 4 


two delectable females were the founders 
of Melenium Hall; and you, my ſage 

friend, with your ſpectacled companion 
here, have produced a ſecond addition, 
how are the ſober damſels, have you 
; kept them i in order during my abſence; 
but prithee now, my charming couſin, 
do you not think that when the novel- 

Ros off, a terrible fit of 
| | ennui, 
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emi, will not viſit a ſet of damſels, as; | 
ther old nor ugly, if the male creatures 
are excluded—for love and beaux, m— 


ye gods, 0 or take back what ye gave.” 


« We do not intend that 9 
. totally excluded, returned Mrs. 
Roſcommon; © we have no objections 
to the company of thoſe we think wor- 
thy of our ſociety occaſionally, ſoberly, 

as Lady Grace _ now and then, by 
« Oh!Iamgladto 


way of variety.” 
hear this,” reſumed her couſin; 


was beginning to anticipate the horror 
of the dreary December, without ſome 
reſource of that kind. For my part, 
I think I could greatly improve your 
plan, by converting it into a little mixed 
commonwealth, it would give riſe to 


D 4 


ſo 
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ſo many pretty ſcandalous ſtories, and 

might alſo ſtand a chance of furniſhing 

buſineſs for Doctors Commons, which 
has for ſome months began to ſlacken.“ 


Still the ſame, gay mad cap as 
ever,“ ſaid Mrs. Roſcommon, ſmiling 
and turning to Mrs. Middleton; © you 
and I had hoped that this fine Niſbet, 
of whom ſhe - wrote ſo much, would 
have ſent her back to us with all that 
ſober gravity, that we endeavour to 
recommend to the. reſt of our young | 
people.” O to be ſure,” interrupted 
Sophia; «you had all the reaſon in the 
world to expect that from me, who 
never but once in my life, knew by 
experience the nature of ſadneſs. 
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— «© But apropos, of this ſame charms 
ing fellow; - you are determined it | 
ſeems to admire him—well as you 
pleaſe for that, all I aſk 1s, that you 
will, if it is in nature, alſo keep him 
| hint, for he is on the wing to pay you 
a viſit here too, turning to Anna with 


an obliging air; *I would wiſh to 


give the ſame caution, but we are not 
yet upon a footing of ſufficient inti- 

macy, though my dear girl,” taking her 
hand; „you muſt know. I am very 
fond of extemporary attachments, both 
in love and friendſhip, in both kindred 
minds greet each other at the firſt 
glance, which proves to me the pre- 
exiſtence of ſouls; and I fancy, from 
the favorable impreſſion you have 
2 9 Dy already 


— 


* 


58 anna 1 EILVITI. 
—_ already made on me, that ours ar 
"RH ; rs” | 


Anna, with a — air, raiſed 
Miſs Courtney's hand to her lips, and 
by an expreſſive look ſpoke her ack- 
nowledgements for ſo flattering a 
compliment. | 


25 55 The reſt of the young ladies now 
hurried to pay their reſpects to her, all 
| rejoicing at her return, her preſence 
affuſed life and gaity through the whole 
1 +; eee eee eee 

| the moſt chearful manner. 
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CHAP. * 


H E next Moming Soph e. 
ſumed her province, which was 
to ſee the ſenſible and prudent regu- 
"lations of her couſin properly executed. 
She was all life and ſpirit while em 
ployed, but in the moments of leiſure, 
dhe idea of Niſbet more ſeriouſly en- 
groſſed her thought, than ſhe choſe 
to own, even to herſelf; tedious did the 
time appear till relieved by a note from 
Victoria, announcing their intention of 
paying their promiſed viſic « on the fol- 
n * 0 
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The night preceding was a reſtleſs | 
one to her, yet did ſhe not paſs .it 
diſagreeably ; ſhe anticipated the ex- 
pected pleaſure of the morrow, and 
indulged the moſt ſoothing reveries; 
E her toilet engroſſed more time than 

— ſhe joined her friends adorn- 

ed by the hands of the graces; ſhe felt 

| however on the ſight of the leſs adorn- 
cd, but more lovely Anna, a conſcious 
inferiority, and had ſhe not been ſupe- 
5 rior to envy, would have received that 
a miable girl's careſſes with leſs cordia- 
Ulrꝛ than they merited. 


At four o'clock the carriages drove 
up to the gate, a momentary palpitation 

| ſeized her heart; ſhe ſuffered the com- 
puany to enter the drawing room ere 
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The had power to 1 move from her ſeat. 
Miſs Summerville flew to her with 
tranſport — Nifbet's.. emorions were 
much-more violent than hers, though 
from a different cauſe. In vain had 
Victoria, during their journey, 3 | 
him of the danger he was about to 
encounter, warned him to beware of 8 
recollecting former ſcenes, and to guard 
his heart leſt his (as he hoped) extin- 
guiſhed paſſion, ſhould rekindle at the 
ſight of his once beloved Emma. 


- 8 


Be true, ſaid ſhe, © to your pre- 

ſent favorite, whoſe diſpoſition ſuits you 
much better than her charming couſin. 
1 truſt, ſince the prying eye of love 
could not diſcover you, you will 'be in 
| Ri mm that head, from the in- 
n 
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[7 ſenſible widow 3 ; yet the reluctance ſhe 
felt, as Sophia told me in her laſt let- 
rng at the thoughts. of admitting «your 

viſit, looks a little in the peventative 


In. 


4 ; * 
. 
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* 8 


Fear nothing,” cried he; my 


fair but ſuperſtitious monitor, I ſuffered 


too much by my fatal paſſion for her, 


ever again to ſuffer it to rekindle.— 
The ſhade of her unfortunate huſband, 


would night and day haunt my imagl- 


nation, were I but to indulge one wiſh- 


fullo 1 cc Well be ſtrong then, 
faid ee z © xeſiſt temptation and 
manifeſt the ſincerity of your repent- 


_ ance; Sophia will aſſiſt you, for ſhe 
declares, that if there were a dozen of 


you male creatures, ſhe would find 
ſufficient 


„„ © 4 4+ $a 
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ſuffcient employment for them all 
were it only in teaſing them, by way 
of venting her ſpleen, for being ſhut 
up, at this time of the year, from all 
the joys of town IR ee 


45 ſore of "tis DOM + courage, 
| Niſbet found his whole frame agitated 
when he entered the hall, but how 
much were thoſe agitations increaſed, 
when his friend Summerville led him 
forward to introduce him to the lovely 
| miſtreſs of the manſion; he trembled, 
his colour changed, and he could hardly 
falter out the uſual ene on 
* occaſion, 
4 Emma ap to him more beau- 
tiful than ever, her couſin excited notin 


4 
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him the leaſt nenden even the a | 
ing Anna paſſed unnoticed. Mrs. Roſ- 
common received him with politeneſs, 
but the ſound of his voice ſtartled her; 
ſhe knew not why, and ſhe involuntarily = 
examined. him with an attention that 
added greatly to the embarraſiment of 
Mr. Niſbet; he was a little relieved 
by Sophia's approaching to welcome 
him to the new Melenium as the | 
called it, and by leading him up to 
Miss Melvil, whom in her gay ways 
| the commanded him to admire, or ne 
ſhould have a bad opinion of his 
taſte. 1g I | 


If you had not, ere you iſſued that 
command, faid he in the ſame tone, 
 compelled-me' to laviſh all my admi- | 
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ration on yourſelf, I ſhould certainly 


find in this inſtance very little difficulty 
to obey your commands.” Sophia 


would have been better pleaſed with 


this compliment, had ſhe not obſerved 


5 that while he ſpoke his eyes were fixed 


on her couſin, Mr. Niſbet, who 
wiſhed to be upon his guard, perceived 
that ſhe obſerved him immediately; 


withdrew his eyes, ſaying with affected 
careleſſneſs, as he took her hand to 
lead her to a ſeat, © what a ſtriking re- 
ſemblance there is between you and. 


Mrs. Roſcommon,” 


« Then ae were my charms you 
were ſtudying with ſo much attention 
in her,” cried ſhe with an ironical 
Smile. it muſt be owned you have 


uncommon 
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uncommon ſagacity, to diſcover a 
ſtriking reſemblance between black 


eyes and blue, fair and brown, grave 
and lively.” © A family likeneſs 
madam,” reſumed he; © does not, I 


think, conſiſt in ſimilarity of features, 


or complexion; it is a nameleſs fome- 
thing,” In this caſe at leaſt,“ inter- 
rupted ſhe, laughing "as believe the 
Why and wherefore would not eaſily 
be defined; but why not give my 


couſin's beauty the merit of attracting 
vyvour notice; I ſhould think you ex- 
tremely ſtupid if you did not join in 
the univerſal opinion, that ſhe is the 


-3 


loyelieſt of women.” 
n dune pan al ſubject to him, 
and he 0 no ſmall relief from the 
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entrance of a ſervant, who announced 
the dinner's being on table. He in- 
voluntarily advanced a few paces to- 
_ wards Emma, in order to offer her his 
hand, but recollecting himſelf, per- 


mitted Summerville to enjoy a happi- 


neſs, with which he durſt not truſt his 
feelings, and performed that ceremony 
to Sophia, not however with his uſual 
grace; her natural penetration, aided 
by love, made her but too eaſily per- 
ceive the change that this fatal viſit 
had produced in him, and with a ſevere 
pang, ſhe began to fear that, her couſin 
was once more become her rival. This 
idea affected her ſpirits, and during 
dinner, though ſhe ſtrove to exert her- 
ſelf, yet it was with difficulty that ſne 
could join in the converſation. 


1 
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Mir. Niſbet had not bime s. obs 
ſerve her gravity, his whole ſoul was 
abſorbed in the contemplation of the 

angelic widow, whoſe gentle and in- 

|  Gavating ſoftneſs rekindled his firſt 
flame, and his heart 8 n 
bers than ever. | 


garding him, with a fort of inquietude 
| for which ſhe could not account. She 
had not the fainteſt recollection of his 
perſon, ſhe even by a ſtrange caprice, 
had ever done Sir William Fenton; to 
whom he had not now indeed, che 
lighteſt reſemblance ; perhaps her un- 
eaſineſs/might make her fear that ſhe |} 
beheld him with more partiality than 
PO ine 
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the really did, and the deteſtation ſhe 
conceived at the bare idea of injuring 
her couſin in ſo tender a point, added 
to her diſtreſs — never did three peo- 
ple ſpend a day of more conſtraint. 


Emma, alarmed by delicate appre- 
henſions which perhaps had no foun- 
dation ; Niſbet agitated by emotions 
Which it required all his art to conceal; 
and Sophia watching with anxious fear 
the looks of both. As the reſt of the 
company were however in good ſpirits, 
and as the party was large, their em- 

barraſſment eſcaped without a re- 
marked, 2 | 


Mr. Niſbet, though he could for 
ever- have gazed on his divine Emma, 


70 ANNA MELVIL. 


and liſtened with: rapture to the har- 
. mony of her plaintive voice, yet found 
himſelf relieved when he retired to his 
apartment, where he could freely in- 
dulge his reflections; for a few mo- 
ments he gave himſelf up to the plea- 
ſure of recollecting every look, word, 
and attitude of his charming enſlaver, 
but on a ſudden the idea of her unfor- 
tunate huſband darted like lightning 
acroſs his thoughts—he ſhook wich 
horror - the candles ſeemed to burn 
dim—a cold ſweat bedewed his face, 
and his terrified imagination had al- 
moſt perſuaded him to believe, that 
he ſtood before him pointing to the | 
ghaſtly wound which his fatal ford : 
had . "Y | 


vp 


ANNA MELVIL. 71 


He claſped his hands together in an 
agony, and exclaimed what a wretch 
am I, how can 'I hope ſhe will ever 
wed a murderer—deſpair and mad- 
neſs—the murderer of her huſband. 
His emotions became ſo violent, that 
he was obliged to call up his valet, 
who lay in a room adjoining to his— 
ſudden illneſs was his pretence, he kept 
him ſome time with him, till he found 
himſelf more compoſed, then taking 
a book in hopes of diverting his 
| thoughts, diſmiſſed him, and ſat ſome 
hours forcing himſelf to read, though 
with lictle atention, till he found him- | 
ſelf drowſy, He ſlept, but without. 
being refreſhed, his dreams were as 


horrid as his waking thoughts. 


CHAP. 
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i E roſe early and ſtrolled into the 
4 1 garden, it was dne of the fineſt 
| mornings in autumn; the air revived 
| him, and his ſpirits recovered their 
| | natural tone. Every gloomy thought 
| © was baniſhed on its firſt intruſion ; and to 
bee Emma, though miſery; eternal 
| 1H remorſe, or even death ſhould be the 
| 
| 
| 


| conſequence, was reſolutely determi- | 
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A plan for his future conduct was 
concerted, above all things his paſſion 
8 „„ 
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Was to be concealed Gon his friend 
Summerville, and His ſiſter, who alone 
knew his fatal ſtory ; in the next place, 
though he had honor enough left to 
regret the neceſſity of it Sophia, leſt 
ſhe ſhould diſcover his true ſentiments, 
was to be deceived into a belief of the 
continuance of his now feigned paſſion 


for her, in which, however, he muſt 
proceed with caution , that when he 
had ſucceeded in his firſt and only 
wiſhed for purſuit, he might gently and 
by degrees ſink into- indifference, or 
find ſome plauſible pretence to break 
with her; in this perhaps another lover 
might aſſiſt him, for he, from her vi- 
vacity, did not conceive that ſne was 
capable of a very deep rooted attach- 
ment, and Aattered himſelf that his 
VOL, I. E infidelity 


. et = "Ii 


infidelity ws more deeply waged 
her ** than her heart. l 


Hien next, or rather 'his firſt, his im- 
portant and darling ſcheme, was by 
tender, but not marked aſſiduity, by 
ſtolen glances, by ſtifled ſighs, by aw- 
ful reſpect, and by ſtudying a conform- 
ity to her diſpoſition, inſenſibly to make : 
an impreſſion on the heart of the lovely 
1 Emma, in whom he had, for the firſt * 

time in his life, fancied that he had diſ- 
covered the traces of ſenſibility. $ 


Well did he know that neither the 
ill-fated Roſcommon, nor him, as Sir 
— Fenton, had ever awakened 


How n then for Niſbet, 
to 
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| | to teach her thoſe ſweet ſenſations, _ 
be had formerly ſo fruitleſsly endea- 5 
vored to inſpire; his temper was too 
ſanguine to permit him to cheriſh the 
doubts that attempted to obtrude, and 
when his reaſon ſuggeſted that he had : 
but little. reaſon to hope for ſucceſs 
now, when he failed before, he liſtened 
not to the ſuggeſtion, He was not 
in the general | opinion near ſo hand- 
ſome, he was not half ſo rich; all this 
was nothing when he conſidered the | 1 
caprice of taſte, her looks had been 
directed towards him with more com- 
plaiſance than ever they had been be- 
fore ; and if once he had the happineſs 
to make an impreſſion on her heart, 
his diminiſhed fortune would be no bar, 
ſince ſhe had ſo ample a one, and 
E2 women 
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women on ſuch occaſions, are far more 
diſintereſted than the other ſex. 


Another circumſtance was in his fa- 
vor, which was her being-independant, 
on her ſide none but diſtant relations, 
not authorized even to adviſe on Mr. 
Roſcommon's only an uncle, from 
whom he had indeed large expectations, 
and for whom ſhe entertained the 
kigheſt reſpect, as he had always treat- 


EY eld her with the fondneſs of a parent; 


f but why covet his riches when ſhe | 
was already ſo rich, and why ſhould he | 
object to the man of her choice —he | 
was determined to ſmooth every diffi- | 


He 


1 *. | 
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He hoped, however, the old Don, 
who was in town, would not take it in 
his head to pay a viſit while he was 
at the hall, becauſe it would oblige 
him to be doubly watchful for fear of 
a diſcovery, ſince he had been to him, 
as Sir William Fenton, a moſt im- 
| i placable enemy, and had vowed, til! 
pacified by the report of his death, to 


e fpare neither trouble or coſt to be re- 
venged on him for the death of his 
> N favorite nephew. 15 

1e 


The old gentleman had repeatedly 
declared, that if ever he returned to 
England, if the law ſhould refuſe to 
inflict juſtice, he would, with his own 
arm, not yet enervated by age, take : 
vengeance on n him. 7 55 
. Sir 
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2 : Sir Marmaduke therefore was moſt 
of all his foes to be dreaded ; he truſted 
however that he was pertectly ſecure, 
ſince it was plain no one could know 
his perſon again, and his ſecret was 
truſted to no one on earth buthis three 
tried friends, Summerville, his ſiſter, 
and the noble minded Deſmond, What 
then had he to do but purſue his ſoul- 
animating plan. TWwas fixed. Adieu 
all doubts and fears, all cowardly | 
| remorſe. 2 


He * the breakfaſt parlour i m 
high 8 ſinging as he went 


| When beauty the prine 
What mortal fears dying. 


£0 
CHAP. 
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E was ſtruck with the lovely 
group as he entered; more at- 
= rraftive in their elegant morning dreſſes 
than when more carefully adorned the 
evening before, with ſuperior charms 
ſhone Emma and her ſweet penſive 
young friend Anna; Sophia appeared 
rather languid, but on his enterance a 


momentary bluſh gave animation ts 
her OY features. 


The en Ms gay and he 
ned his ſhare of it with engaging | 
E * . vivacity, 
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VIVACIty, carefully ſtudying to adapt 


his ſentiments to thoſe of Mrs. Roſ- 
common, and finding that ſhe had de- 


dicated the morning to the pleaſing 
purpoſe (to her) of viſiting her various 
charitable eſtabliſhments, in the neigh- 
bouring village; he begged, with ear- 
neſtneſs, to have the honor of accom- 
| panying her. When he had made 
this requeſt, he did not forget to whil- 
per to Sophia, a hope that ſhe would 
be of the party; ſhe was too well 
pleaſed with this mark of his attention 
do refuſe. —Loxe, like charity, believeth 
al things hopeth all things. 


This gentle whiſper was ſufficient to 
drive from her mind a thouſand torment- 
ing fears, which his, too viſibly encreaſ- | 
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ing admiration of her couſin had excited. 
How weak am I, ſaid ſhe to herſelf, 
could I expect him to be blind to ſuch 
| charms as thoſe of Emma, admiration 
and love are very different paſſions ; 
beauty extorts a fort of homage; TI, 
never in my life beheld a man approach 
my couſin, without expreſſing in their 
looks, a ſort of adoration—and the 
ſoftneſs of his voice, when he addreſſes: 
her, may be only a ſort of ſimpathy, 
a a kind of involuntary imitation of hers,” 
which is ſo ſweetly plaintive. But 
what could be more tender than his 
| accent, when he foftty whiſpered, « I 
hope you will go,” am I. deceived, 
when I fancied that he even breathed 
A ſigh, „ as he pronounced theſe few 


. e | 
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pleaſing words. So endeavoured Sophia 


Her vivacity returned, and between 
her and Victoria there was no dearth 

of chat during their ramble; Niſbet 
' was gallant to all, but though, through 
policy, he kept near Miſs Courtney, he 
took care that upon proper occaſions, 
the moſt impaſſioned glances, ſhould 
unperceived by her, reach her coulin , 
in croffing tiles too, his hand trem- 
bling with his tender emotions, had 
often an opportunity to preſs gently 
that of Mrs. Roſcommon, whoif ſhe per- 
ceived it, at leaſt teſtified no diſpleaſure, 


He was in raptures all the way, the | 
fineneſs of the morning, the beauty of 
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the proſpects, and the pleaſing ſenſations . 
which the country at all ſeaſons exites 
in a feeling mind, gave ſuch a flow to 
his ſpirits, that he had never 1 | 
to greater Kaas: 


1 * chinking hin 
infinitely agreeable, but that was all.— 
She felt herſelf perfectly at eaſe; he 
| pleaſed, and entertained, but without 
exciting any of thoſe ſoft emotions, 

which he wiſhed to communicate. 


She heat his alta 
met with ſo amiable a lover, to con- 
ſole her for what ſhe had ſuffered 

from her - firſt unrequited attachment 
her doubts in regard to her 'own ſen- 
tation on his firſt arrival were vaniſhed, 
E 6ͤö;õ 
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| me now attributed them 8 to 
à little embarraſſment on the firſt ap- 
pearance of. a ſtranger ; for though ſhe 
was perfectly well bred, yet ſhe had 
a degree of diffidence in her manner, 
| which was owing to her having lived 
40. much in abe anni 


Al parties: bros ſcemed to have 
regained their, former eaſe ; they payed 
a number of charitable viſits, and My. 
Niſbet. took care to manifeſt both. his 
ſenſibility and liberality. In reality, 

nature had endued him with many. 

eſtimable qualities, but a wrong edu- 
cation, and bad examples had inſtilled 


into him an equal portion. of faſhion- 


able vices, In love and war he thought 
all dungen, lawful; he had made no 
ſcruple 
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fruple of ſacrificing the life of a fel- 
low creature, to a falſe ſenſe of honor, 
and now, as little ſcruple did he make 
of ſacrificing the peace of an amiable 
young woman to. a feigned paſſion, in 
order to promote his views upon ano- 
ther, for whom, in conſcience or juſ- 
tice, he ought not to have dared even 
to entertain à wiſn, ſince he had fo 
irretrievably injured her. But un- 
accuſtomed to control, hitherto ſuc- 
ceſsful in his almoſt every purſuit, 
his will was his only law, and pleaſure 
eee of life. 


They returned to the hall, only in 
time to dreſs for dinner, every one was 
pleaſed with their excurſion. The 
nner Ore with the ſame good 

humoured 
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red chearfulnes as the break» 


of pleaſing every taſte, even Mrs. 
Middleton expreſſed her approbation 
of him, after having received an ac- 
count of his behaviour at the colleges, 
from her friend. The younger part of the 
ſociety were quite delighted with his 
univerſal politeneſs and attention. 
moſt men, they ſaid, when in love, 

are ſtupidly negligent to every one but 
their miſtreſſes, but he n.. 


civil to ſay to every one. 


In the i they had a concert, 


in which Emma's fine voice gave the 
1 charm. Sophia ſhewed great 


Pro- 


ANNA MELVII. 87 


Senf che harpſichord, but no 
_inſtrumental muſic has half the power ö 
over the heart, as the vocal. He ad- | 
| mired the execution of the one, but 
he felt the force of the other. 


c HAP. vun 
"x 


Week paſſed away ſo much to 
Mr. Niſber's fatisfa&ion, that 
he could have been content to have 
| ſpent his whole life in the ſame man- 
ner, but Mr. Summerville, who had _ 


u in com; hogan: 6 ive "tl 
intention 
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intention of returning there in a day 
or two at fartheſt. It was not for 
Niſbet to propoſe a longer ſtay, and 
yet he had much more to do, many 
more arts to practiſe, ere he could poſi- 
tively determine whether or no he 
gained any ground in the affections of 
bis fair miſtreſs. 


Sometimes he thought he had rea- 
ſon to flatter himſelf that he had 
awakened. her: ſenſibility, but that ſhe 
checked her feelings out of regard to 
her couſin. Then would he for the 
reſt of the day be wholly inattentive 
to that young lady, yet without ſeem- 
ing to be ſenſible of his negligence, 
he would get a favorite author and 
read to Mrs. Roſcommon, or tune 

en; 5 her 


ANNA, MELVIL. 99 


her Nie and engage her to ſing the 
airs. that he knew were 8 agreeable : 
to her. * 

One day when they were alen in 
the library, he took a ſmall volume 
from his pocket, and looking at her 
for ſome moments with a reſpectful 
tenderneſs, he repeated rather than ants 
the MG: ines. T 


Why in the yy of the night, 

Riſes thy image to my fight, 

Once ſeal'd to breathe the anxious vow, 

Why fails my tongue its maſter now ? 

And falt'ring dubious ſtrives in vain, - 
Tube tender meaning even N 


8 


3 elt herſelf a W 
certed, at his ardent gaze, and the ac- 
Cent 
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cent with which he repeated thoſe 
im paſſioned lines, but quickly recover- 
ing from her momentary emotion, ſne 
aroſe, ſaying her couſin waited for her 
to take their morning walk; and with- 
out gwing him time to continue a 
ſubject, to which he meant the poet 
to be a preface, left the room ; for the 
whole day however, he continued to 
treat Mrs. Roſcommon with a marked 
aſſiduity, and yet he did it in ſuch a 
way, that Sophia, though vexed, could 
not find any pretence to reſent his 
negligencde. 4 
Miſs Summerville too comforted | 
her, by telling her that it was his way, 
that ſhe muſt not expect to find in him a 
fighing languiſhing ſwain, that he was 
— „ a gay 
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u gay careleſs creature, and loved her 


as well as it was in his nature to love, 


55 * it alive.“ 


his flame would be the more ſteady, 
for not being too violent, and laſt the 
W 


4 That is to ſay,” cried Sophia, in- 
terrupting her; © his flame is ſomething 
in the ſtile of a ruſh-light, a little 
twinkling uncomfortable ſpark, which 
one is every moment afraid will yaniſh 

in ſmoke, and which the leaſt wind 
will 'extinguiſh.” Victoria ſmiled, 

© no bad compariſon I am fure I have 
found, fince he came here,” reſumed 


her friend; that it is but too juſt a 


one, and this flame, dim as it is, ſeems 
to require both my couſin and me to 


ec O 
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O as to her,” ſaid Victoria; ce ne 
gives herſelf no trouble about the mat- 
ter, I am much miſtaken if ſhe has 
ever yet been ſenſible that ſhe has a 
heart; far different effects will it pro- 
duce, if once ſhe is ſeriouſly affected 
with J belle paſſion, for a moſt 
ſerious paſſion will hers be, or I am 
much miſtaken; a ſad havock does it 
make with our gentle ſentimental 
ſouls. And as to Niſbet, I am ſure 
he does not ſuit her taſte in that Way, 
and 1 am equally ſure he will never 
dream of the attempt; reſt ſatisfied 2 
my dear diffident girl, for believe me 
I have ſolid reaſons for what] aſſert. - 


80 thought Victoria, as well ſhe 
might from her knowledge of his 
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hiſtory, but ſhe little knew the wan | 
ee had to deal with. 


N Sophia's ſituation was far from being 
agreeable, conſtantly agitated between 
hope and fear; one moment elate 
with his attention, the next depreſſed 
by his indifference ; ; yet in ſpice of all, 
her paſſion every day becoming more 
deeply rooted. He took care never 
to come to any ſerious declaration of 
his attachment, and yet his conduct, 
though ſo ambiguous, had given not 
only her, but all her friends reaſon to 
expect, that he would ere long be 
more explicit. She was teaſed by 
painful ſuſpence from which the deli- 
cacy of her ſex, would not ſuffer her 
to free herſelf by leading to che ſubject 
TY ive that 
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| that might oblige him to clear up 1 
doubts. She loſt her gaiety, ſhe even 

ſuffered in her health, and a laudable | 
pride obliged her to ſuffer in ſilence. 


She now found more conſolation in 
converſing with Miſs Melvil, than 
either with Emma, or her lively friend 
Miſs Summerville; in the firſt ſhe | 
| feared a rival, and in the laſt ſhe feared 
a wit, but Anna was all ſoftneſs and 

ſympathy. That breaſt can beſt feel 

for others, which has by misfortunes 

been compelled a 5 to feel for 
3 _ itſelf, 


Anna had excuſed herſelf, as oſten 

as poſſible, from being of their parties, 
ad ſpent moſt of her time, ſince the 
<6 1 arrival 
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arrival of their gueſts, in the library, or 


the garden. But what little ſhe had 
| ſeen of Mr. Niſbet, ſhe had not con- 


ceived a very favorable idea of him, 


ſhe ſuſpected him to be neither more 
nor leſs than a male coquette, ſhe durſt | 
not however, too freely ſpeak her 


ſentiments of him to Sophia, becauſe : 


ſhe ſaw that it would only add to her 


unhappineſs, without effecting a cure; 


| the was too far gone, and ſhe. could 


only ſooth and compaſſionate a weak - 


neſs, which was without remedy. 
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FHILE Mr. Niſbet was re- 
greting the thoughts of his 


departure from his paradiſe, and pro- 
jecting ſchemes for delay, Mrs, Roſ- 


common, moſt fortunately for him, 
received a letter from Sir Marmaduke, 


her uncle, requeſting her company in 
town, as he was much indiſpoſed, and 
earneſtly wiſhed to ſee her. 


ff Sophia was no leſs pleaſed than her 
lover, if we may ſo call him, as of 
courſe ſhe would #OCOMOPANT her cou- 

ſin, 
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from — would not then 
take res 


Primi were inſtantly made 
for the departure of the whole party. 
Mrs. Middleton and Miſs Melvil were 
intruſted with the care of the family. 
Mrs. Roſcommon would gladly have 
been excuſed this journey, ſne loved 
te country both from habit and the 
turn of her diſpoſition, ſhe dreaded the 
noiſe and buſtle of a town life, ſhe 
knew indeed but little of it, and that : 
little had not ſuited her taſte. During 
her marriage ſhe had reſided at Mr. 
Roſcommon's ſeat, ſince her widow- 
a *F: + months 
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months in town, yet is was without 
| partaking of any of its amuſements, 
her ſituation rendered retirement ne- 
ceſſary; ſhe had not been ſeen in 
public. 


Mr. Niſbet had been informed of 
this by his friends, and after his 
firſt joy at the thoughts of her being 
of the party had ſubſided, he began 
to entertain a thouſand fears for the 
conſequence of her appearing in the 
beau monde, her beauty would attract 
a thouſand admirers, and he of courſe 
would have a number of rivals to 
contend with, in the country there had 
been no one to vie with him. Sum- 
merville was a worthy man, but he 

had no exterior attractions, he was 
formal | 


„ 
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formal and preciſe; the other male | 


viſitors at the hall were mere country 


gentlemen, but in London how would 
he in his turn be e eclipſed. | 


46 þ wi choughts tormented him 
during their journey; Miſs Summer- 
ville, whom he had the honor to eſ- 
cort, failed not to rally him on his 
great vivacity and good humour; ſuch 
an agreeable companion for a poſt 
chaiſe, ſhe ſaid, had ſhe advertiſed for 


- one, ſhe could not have | been more 
_ fortunate; ſuch a pretty attentive way 
bol looking out at the oppoſite window; 
| ſhe had long patiently waited for his 


ſage remarks on what he ſaw paſſing 


on the road, and to which he had given 


ſuch ſerious attention. I am only | 
"T6 ſorry 
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_  forry, added ſhe, that Sophia is not 
here to partake of our gaiety; the party 
was badly arranged, but my brother, 
all propriety and etiquette, thought 
it incumbent on him to do the honor 
of his fair hoſteſs's carriage, knowing 
too with what gallant aſſiduity you 
would endeavour to amuſe his ſober 
ſiſter, | * 


"Ml But apropos, how ſtands your - 
heart affected towards your old flame, 


z dhe not divinely handſome? The 


queſtion was too ſudden for all Niſbet's 
effrontery, his face underwent a mo- 


mentary ſuffuſion, and he anſwered, | 


rather faltringly, © She is vaſtly well, 
it muſt be owned; then pretending to 
 recolle& ſome one, who was paſſing 


" 


ANNA MELVIL. 101 


4 


ina carriage, he put out his head 1 
thought added he, with affected care- 
jeſmeſs, * that had been Hervey 

who paſſed us, but I ſee by the liveries 

it is not. „ « And do you only think | 
her very well,” reſumed Miſs Sum- 
merville, a little archly. «Tr might 
not have been ſafe,” cried he, wiſhing 
to change the converſation; * to have 
examined her too attentively. 4 How 
flow theſe fellows drive,” again Iooking 
out of the window. © Thank you for 
the compliment,” ſaid ſhe, laughing; ; 


« T find we are apparel delighted 
with each ary company.” 


cc. My « dear Viera f ſaid he, ſeizy 
ing her hand; «can you not make 
allowance for a poor dl in my ſitu- 


F 3 ation, 
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ation, ſo near, and yet ſo provokingly 
diftant from the object of my wiſhes.” 
« Yes,” returned ſhe, © I could make 
; allowance for the common herd of 
filly fouls who fancy themſelves in love, 
but from a man of ſenſe, a man of 
education, a man who ſo long breathed 
the grace-inſpiring air of France, I 
expected a very different manner.” 

« You are downright Engliſh Rill 

I find, no mortals on earth are ſo little 
at eaſe in the company of women, no 
mortals ſo little ſeek to pleaſe, and 
when by the force of a paſſion, which 
even they cann ot wholy reſiſt, they 
are attached to one woman, it ex- 
hauſts their whole ſtock of politeneſs, 


and they become negligent, even to 
rudencſs, 
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rudeneſs to all the reſt a the ſex. 1 


own I expected better things from 
| Niſbet.” 


82 5 what way ſhall I make my 
peace, cried he gaily; 1 thought 
I could not have paid a lady a greater 
compliment, than by leaving her at 
liberty to ingroſs as much of the con- 
verſation as ſhe pleaſed, ant at the 
lame time giving her a ſerious atten- 
tion.” “Very obliging to be ſure,” “ 
ſaid ſhe ; © well, we will ſuppoſe (which 
is the truth) that you have hitherto 
been abſent, but now I have brought 
you back, we will, for the ſake of 
variety, have a little converſation, and 
: to render you the more attentive, it 
| ſhall be about your own affairs.“ | 
4 F 4 „ Hitherto 


15 « nbeng all goes well, you =P 
eſcaped without the leaſt ſuſpicion of 
| impoſture, at which, by the bye, I am 
not a little aſtoniſhed, for by your 
voice, air and manner, I think I ſhould 
have known you again amongſt a thou- 
ſand, in ſpite of thoſe convenient pits and 
altered complexion, which have made 
ſuch a fortunate change in you; but 
do you Siok you will come off as well 
with your ſtill inveterate enemy, Sir 
Marmaduke, for at his houſe you muſt 
now, you know, pay your devoirs to 
your Dulcinia. | 


> © ee Gan ele bs #.the | 
old Don ſhould, in the Chevalier 
| Niſbet, recognize his dear friend, Sir | 
ne 


danger, 
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either from Mrs. Roſcommon, or the 
relations of her huſband.? 
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danger, t to which, if not from him, you 
may from others be expoſed, you go 
on ſhilly ſhally, hardly, as from your own 


conduct, one would ſuppoſe, knowing 


your own mind, in regard to Sophia. 


Why not rather declare yourſelf at 


once, I do not fancy there is any vio- 
lent fear of a repulſe, why not ſecure 
her yours while no obſtacles Ebpoſe, 
and then for her ſake, you will have 
nothing to dread, let happen what will, 


« Why, my kind friend,” returned 
he, © what you ſay is perfectly juſt, but 


marriage is ſuch a ſober fort of an 
affair, and ſo much of a man's happi- 


nels depends on his choice of a fit help 


Fs 


mate, 
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mate, that tis no wonder I pauſe, at an 
engagement for life, 


A wife, if thoſe who've try'd, ſay true, 
Will laſt as long as heart can, will and longer too. 


« Wretch,” cried Victoria, hiting 
him a ſmart tap on the ſhoulder ; and 


are theſe your fine ſentiments, depend 


upon it Sophia ſhall known them.“ 


ce „And why,“ interrupted he; Sg, 
© do 1 fo long heſitate, but that I may 
alſo be better informed of the ſentiments. 


of Sophia ; London is the proper place 
for a fair lady to exhibit her talents, 


I ſhall be able to form a truer judg⸗ 


ment of her in one month there, than 


in a whole twelvemonth i in the country.” 


ac May 
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te May you be puniſhed,” cried ſhe, 
« for daring to ſuſpect. « Huſh,” 

interrupted he; © 1 ſtand in need, 

conſidering my ſituation, of all your 

good wiſhes, and I will not ſuffer you 
to utter one to my an, « You 
ſtopped me in good time, | aid ſhe, 
« for you have really taken it into 
your head to be very impertinent, you 

will do well however, to recollect that 
my friend is not ſo much at a loſs for 
humble ſervants, as to wait your 
leiſure, or till you can determine, whe- 
ther or no, you will deign to accept 
of her ns birth and fortune.” | 


«IT am e aue oli 
merit,“ again interrupting her, „but 
I know not, if our acquaintance. has 
F6 been. 
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been ef ſufficient length « Fiddle, 
faddle, filly man, but take your own 


way; do you know,” ſhe went on; „1 
ſuſpect that there is ſomething more 
chan indiſpoſition in this ſudden ſum- 


mons of Mrs. Roſcommon to town, 
by her uncle, he is extremely impatient 


to ſee her married again, he . wiſhes 
for a male heir to his large eſtate. I 


will lay my life he has ſome huſband 


in view for her at this very time, and 


Emma is ſuch a gentle complying 


ſoul—ſhe married her firſt good man, 


you \ know, to oblige her friends; I have 
been told, that the Earl of Dornwell | 
has made overtures for his ſon, Deſ- 


mond.“ 


4 
2 The 
- og 


So 
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The window was again of ſervice 

wo Niſbet, ſo violent were his agitati- 
ons, that he found not (had he wiſhed 
it) power to interrupt her. The ſon 


it ſeems,” continued ſhe, © never ſaw 
her, nor indeed knows any thing of 
hiis intentions, as you perhaps know, 


ſince you was ſo intimate while abroad. 
My intelligence (a ſort of ſecret by che 


5 oy I had from Nine n 


Luckily the as now ſtopped 
at the inn were they were to dine, 


which put an end to a converſation, 
which to Mr. Niſbet was infinitely 
diſtreſſing. That Lord Deſmond 
might become his rival, was a thought 


not to be borne—how little did he 
think, when he once gaily recommend- 
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ed her to him, that ſuch an event was 
ever likely to take place, or that he 
himſelf ſhould be ſo intereſted in it, — 
There was not a man in England who 
he would ſo much dread as a com- 
Þ [hole IP | 


4 Whether Miſs Summerville hat 
perceived his confuſion, on her mention 
of him, and wiſhed to amuſe herſelf 
with his embarraſſment, or whether 
ſhe, without deſign, continued the. 
ſubje&, is doubtful, but as they fat 
after dinner at the inn, ſhe ſuddenly 
turned to Niſbet, and aſked him if he 
knew when Lord Deſmond was ex- 
pected in England he almoſt ſtarted 
at the queſtion. « Upon my word, 

+1 really—I belic ve—I do not know,” 
. anſwered. 
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anſwered he. © Do not nba” 


yourſelf,” cried ſhe, archly, © you are 
not upon oath; of very little conſe- 


quence to me was either the queſtion. 


or the anſwer ; his lordſhip is no ac- 
quaintance of mine, and from what I 


have heard of him, I know not if 1 


ſhould*wiſh for the honor.“ And 


why not,” ſaid Mr. Summerville. — 
_« Becauſe,” interrupted ſhe; © he is. 


quite a perfect being they tell me, 


and I hate any thing out of nature, 


a ſecond Sir Charles Grandiſon, 1 | 


ſhould be afraid to open my lips in his 
_  profence.”  - +... 


60 He has all the virtues deſcribed. 
in that character, reſumed Mr. Sum- 
merville, << with all the elegant graces 
wt | of 
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of a modern fine gentleman, he is now. 
che only hope of an antient and illuſt- 
rious family, the Earl, his father, has 
the moſt ambitious views for him, not 
only in a political, line, but alſo in a 
matrimonial connexion ; he has talents 
to ſhine in the former, and a mind and 
perſon, independent of his rank, that 
cannot fail to inſure him ſucceſs in the | 
latter.” © O dear, O dear,” cried 
Victoria, what a Pads, quite a 
jewel of a man.” 


Mr. Niſbet liſtened to this con- 


verſation with reſtleſs impatience, he 
had watched the looks of Mts. Roſ- 
common, and ſaw in her countenance, 
curioſity, and a ſort of pleaſed atten- 
tion, his only hope was, that her ex- 
peRtations 
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pectations were ſo high raiſed, as to 
give a chance of her being diſappoint- 
ed, even in Deſmond, when ſhe faw 

him; he flattered . himſelf alſo, that | 
the unfortunate attachment which he 

had hinted to him, would fruſtrate 
his father's ſcheme. He wondered not 

at the Earl's projecting it, ſince it 
would, in every reſpect, be a a 

alliance, 


Mrs. Roſcommon's family was 
honorable, her late huſband's was no 
leſs ſo, her fortune entitled her to the 
rank that he would confer on her, nay, 
her beauty alone ſeemed to entitle 
her to it; on what then could he ground 
his pretenſions, ſince his fatal duel, 
had not only compelled him to relin- 


: 4** 
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quiſh moſt of his eſtate; but obliged 
him to conceal his birth, and to give 
up his title; what then could he 
| hope! Love can make people of his 


| ſanguine temper, hope againſt hope. _ 


When they arrived at St. James's 
Square, the gentlemen, after requeſting 
permiſſion to pay their reſpects to the 
two fair couſins, next morning took 
thair leave, and Mr. Niſbet accompa- 
nied the Summervilles' to Brook- 
Street, where he ſpent the evening: 
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CHAP. X. 


MMA found Sir Marmaduke 
better than ſhe expected, and 
harry regretted that ſhe had been 
in ſuch haſte to obey. his ſummons, - 
as ſhe regretted quitting the country, 
and the ſociety of her new friend, 
Anna, in which the more ſhe knew f 
that amiable girl, the more pleaſure 
ſhe had experienced; but out of gra- 
titude and reſpect for her uncle, ſhe 
concealed her ſhagreen. He received 
her with the def of a parent.— 
| ce Now,” 
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« Now,” ſaid he, © I ſhall be quite 
well, perfeCtly reſtored to health, your 
company, my child, is my greateſt 
conſolation, age has but few comforts; 
in the loſs of your huſband J loſt the 
greateſt prop of that age.” © Poor | 
Charles,” continued he, wiping his 
| eyes c excuſe me my dear, they fay 
ve return to fecond childhood, indeed 
on this ſubject I have all the weakneſs 
of a child, and the fight of you ſo for- 
_ cibly recals the tender remembrance, 
you muſt fapply to me his place; I 
have nothing now on earth, in which 
I am half fo much intereſted, as your 
welfare. Come then, and be the miſ- | 
rreſs of my family, as you will, ere long 
be the miſtreſs of my fortune—why 
| ſhould we any longer be ſeparated— 
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and why ſhould you, at your time 
of life, ſeek to bog nelle in the 
country. 


« And you, my pretty Sophia, ſurely 
at leaſt, it but little ſuits your taſte, 
no, no, we have other views for you 

both. I ſhall acquire conſequence by 
| having two ſuch, wards ; the riſing - 
generation will hardly leave elbow- 
room for people in years, but now 
when I have two ſuch girls under my 
roof, they will be glad to let me finiſh | 
my part, on this, at beſt, inſignificant 
theatre, when they find that they can- 
not ſo ſucceſsfully ad theirs without 
my aſſiſtance. eg? 


«Tis time, my ſweet Emma, that | 
you ſhould make your appearance 
: upon 
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upon the ſtage of life, you have hitherto 
trod only the tranquil walk of retire- 
ment.“ Ah! Sir,” interrupted ſhe, 
a and in that quiet ſcene, has nature 
only qualified me to ſhine.”  —> 


« You are much miſtaken, my 
child,” reſumed he, © you have youth, 
beauty, birth, and a noble fortune, ſuch 
talents as theſe are not to be hid, they 

are to be improved to the beſt ad- 

vantage.” What ſay you my ſmi- 
ling Sophia,” My couſin, fir,” 

returned ſhe, gaily, « would herſelf 

better anſwer your queſtion, ſhe would 
ſay that ſhe had improved her talents 

by founding a monaſtery, eſtabliſhing 

manufactories, endowing charity ſchools 
and being in every ſenſe, of the word, 
i 4, 
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a Lady Bountiful to the whole country.“ 
* And all theſe,” ſaid he, * are very 
well in their place, at a certain age. 
ce Very true, as you ſay,” cried Sophia, 
archly, © at a certain age.” « But as 
one is ſo ſure of living till one is old, 
_ *tis certainly ridiculous to lay in ſuch 
a ſtore of good works before the time, 
*tis no doubt a much better ſcheme to 
| lump one's charities, and clap them 
all into one's will, and ſo diſpatch the 
matter at once, without further trou- 
ble. 


oF Still the ſme lively l little ond | 
I find,” faid he, « but I hope you 
do not point your ridicule at me, 
faucebox,” At you, fir, how is it 
poltble, have you not extended your ; 
charity 


* 
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charity ſo far as even to forgive your 
enemies?” ſhe uttered this ſpeech 

Wich ſignificant archneſs. She could 
not reſiſt ſo fair an occaſion to give 


him a wipe on his implacable enmity 


againſt her once laves Fenton. 


| «1 underſtand you,” aid he, with 
ſome degree of reſentment, < I know = 

to whom you allude, and now I repeat 
what I have often ſaid before, that 
had not chat wretch by death eſcaped 
my vengeance, I would have ſpent the 


luaſt ſhilling of my fortune, nay the laſt 


drop of my blood, to have been re- 
venged on him.” Did IG not ſay,” 
cried ſhe with ſaucy archneſs, c that 
it was by far the beſt way to collect 
all one's charity in thought, word and 
0 deed, 
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deed, into a lump, and ſeal it carefully 8 
up in one's will.” „ Such ſentiments 
as thoſe,” added ſhe with ſaucy archneſs, 


© may be very well in their place, 2 1 
at a certain age, but Mrs. Roſcom- 5 ] 
mon who knew that Sophia, had never | | 
heartily forgivep Sir Marmaduke, * Mn 
his conduct in regard to Sir William, i 
and knowing alſo that ſhe never ſpared 

him upon the ſubject, was afraid that N 
ſhe would go too far, ſhe knew her | 


to be too daringly ſincere to conceal, 
either her contempt or averſion, ſhe 
therefore thought it prudent to inter- 
rupt her, by changing the ſubject, 
which the did ſo artfully, that ſhe in- 
| ſenſibly reſtored them both to good 
humour, and when they retired. to 
their apartments, which they did at 
„ Tt an 
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an early hour, they parted at leaſt with 
| policenels. | 


| Sir Marmaduke's houſe was large 
and commodious, it was furniſhed too 
in the moſt elegint and expenſive 
manner; three or four of the beſt 
rooms were fitted up and ſet apart on 
purpoſe for the reception of Mrs. Roſ- | 
common; every thing in them was diſpo- 
__ ſed to her own taſte, ſhe had her ſeparate 
drawing room, dreſſing room, in which 
was her library, and muſic room, ſo 
_ that ſhe found herſelf quite at home; 
Sophia alſo, who was his ward, con- 


ſtantly reſided there when ſhe was in 


town, which had been much ofiener 
than her couſin. RD 


+ = The - 
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The next morning, while the two 
ladies were at breakfaſt in Emma's 
dreſſing room alone, (for Sir Marma- 
duke was a very early riſer) Mr. Niſbet 
and his friend Summeryille was 
announced and admitted. Sophia's 
ſpirits roſe at the fight of them, and 
ſhe appeared ſo agreeable that Niſbet 
could hardly help wondering at his 
own caprice, in not being ſatisfied 
Voith ſo valuable a conqueſt, but it was 
attended with too few difficulties for 
his enterpriſing taſte, and Emma alone 
ſeemed a prize worthy his ambition ; 
he was however on this occaſion ſo 
| attentive to both, that Miſs- Courtney 
was, more than ſhe had been for ſome 
time paſt, ſatisfied with his condudt, 
„ mM 


% 
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1 he gentlemen had propoſed a wall: 
in the park as the morning was un- 
commonly fine, in their-way they were 
do call on Miſs Summerville; juſt as 
they were preparing to go, Sir Mar- 
maduke came in, Emma introduced 
Mr. Niſbet to him (with Summerville 


5 he was before intimate) the uſual 


ceremonies paſſed, the Baronet eyed 
him with a ſcrutinizing attention (ſuſ- 
pecting that he was an humble ſervant 

of Mrs. Roſcommon, a circumſtance 
. he did not wiſh, as he had other views 
- for her) Niſbet was viſibly diſcon- 
certed, in conſtant apprehenſions of a 5 
diſcovery, he rendered himſelf more 
5 liable to one from his fears. 


Atter "Ic" A at him with more | 
curioſity than was quite conſiſtent 
with 
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with good breeding; 80 you are 
lately come from abroad, ſir,” ſaid he, 
and pray when you was in France, 
had you the misfortune to know any 
thing of thatwretch, Fenton? I am very 
often tempted to believe that the re- 
port of his death—you ſeem agitated 
| fir,” continued he, looking at him 
with ſtill greater attention (for Niſbet 
had changed colour, and appeared in 
violent agitation, not from fear of Sir 
Marmaduke, for no man had more 
perſonal courage, but his whole hap- 
pineſs was at ſtake, the loſs of Emma, 
which muſt unavoidably be the con- 
ſequence of being known, was the only 
cauſe of his terror) © perhaps you are 
a relation, the ſtrong reſemblance you 

bm him in Perſon, « even the ſound 
| 4 "a 5 of ; 
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of your voice, which put me in mind 
of him; I believe I have been rude by 
regarding you with ſuch fixed atten- 
tion, but I cannot deſcribe to you how 
much the reſemblance ſtruck me.“ 
And your fixed regard,” returned 
Niſbet, © muſt account for my em- 
barraſſinent; I have not, however, the 
honor to be in the leaſt degree related 
to the gentleman you mention.” - 

Honor, ſir,” interrupted Sir Mar- 
maduke, contemptuouſly, © yes, honor, 
| fir;” repeated Niſbet, with a reſent- 
ment he could not wholy repreſs; | 

4 Sir William Fenton had the higheſt 

character abroad, and his death was 

univerſally lamented,” «© You knew 
him then, n the old b 00 
mea 
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meaſuring him from head to foot with 


his ſupercilious eye; © I did not, fir,” 
returned Niſbet, <« he was dead before 
J went to Paris.” Be thankful for 
it, ſaid Sir Marmaduke. © But I beg 


pardon, this is a ſubject on which I 


am ever tempted to forget myſelf. 


Are you going out niece?” turning 
to Emma, « Yes,” cried Sophia, an- 


ſwering ere ſhe had time to ſpeak, © we 


are going to. treat that gentleman 


(looking at Niſbet) with a little freſh 
air, to cool him after the very warm 


reception you have given him; upon 


my word, you Lords of the creation, 
: as you call yourſelves, every time I am 
in company with you, give me freſh 


reaſon to pride myſelf on our ſex's 


* „4 ſu- 


ö ; 
| | \ 
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> OY for how do you, old and 
young, ſuffer every paſſion to run away 
with you, in defiance of common ſenſe ; 
while we, by your unjuſt laws, born tobe 

controlled in even the moſt trying ſitua- 


| | N tions, know how to act with decency and 
[ propriety.” That is to ſay,” cried the 
li 9 teſty old gentleman, «you are from in- 
F fancy trained up to be hypocrites. I am 


a | fare this gentleman would excuſe my 
=_ - behaviour on this occaſion, if he knew 


1 the reaſons I have to deteſt the wretch 
j 
[ whom his perſon brought to my re- 


membrance. © But, fir, for your com- 
fort, his perſon was the beſt of him, 
and I hope your mind is as unlike, as 
chat is like.” Niſbet bowed, not 
much delighted with this renewal of 
acquaintance, TIF) | 
3 be 


ANNA MELYVIL. 129 


The ladies now roſe and they pro- 
ceeded to Brook-Street. There has 
been a gentleman here this morning,” 
faid Victoria, addreſſing herſelf to Mr. 
Niſbet, « to enquire for you; the ſer- | 
vants gave him a direction to your | 
lodgings. I wonder who he was, and 
yet I fee not why I ſhould wonder, 
but the truth is, I was quite ſtruck 
with his graceful perſon, and therefore 
I lay my commands on you, that if 
we ſhould chance to meet him in the 
park, that you do him the honor of 
introducing _ 


«] hall certainly obey you madam,” 
aid he in the ſame gay tone, ce and 
yet if he ſhould chance to be a friend, 
I Know n not if it will be conſiſtent with. 

G 5 : friend 
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| friendſhip to expoſe him to ſo much 
1 danger, as he muſt encounter from my 
| „ lovely companions.” 

3 o three will be lis ſecurity, if in 
12H ; the multitude of counſellors there is 


[ | | ſafety, ſ 0 is there i in a multitude of fine 
" : women, and that 18 the reaſon why 
i= your town, male creatures are fo in- 
_ | f{cnſible; the very firſt time they ap- 
þ * pear in public, darts from every quar- | 
1 der pierce their unguarded hearts, a 
- 1 kind of ſmall ſhot, which effect no 


mortal wound, but in a ſhort time 


make ſo many holes in it, chat ever 
after, it is like a fieve, lets every arrow 
through ; and by the time they are paſt 
their boyhood, one ſees them at every 
ſpectacle e with the moſt agree- 
able 
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le nonchalance imaginable, i ina pick- 
tooth poſture, careleſsly caſting a lan- 
guid look around them, hardly diſtin- 
guiſhing objects; or if any very ſtriking 
beauty happens to make her appear- 
ance, ſtretch their arms, and half yawn- 
ing, ſay to the perſon who fits next them, 
a decent figure that—who is ſhe ?— 
and then, without waiting for an an- 
ſwer, turn to the other hand, and 
cry, © Come, Sir Henry, are you 
not ſick of this confounded place.” 
. our party will by this time be formed 
at Brooks's.” She uttered this ſpeech 
| with infinite humour. 


If Mrs. Roſcommon,” ſaid Niſbet, 


c forms her idea of our town beaux 


from your deſcription, ſhe will be the 


5 i 6 6 more 
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more agreeably ſurprized at the effect 
ſuch charms as hers muſt inevitably 

produce; and 1 will lay my life you 

will all be compelled to acknowledge, 
ere we return from our walk, that the 

hearts of Engliſhmen are no leſs ful- | 

ceptible than mane,” | 


« A fine kinds ſpeech it muſt 
be owned,” cried Victoria, © tis natural 

enough for you to take the part of 
your fellow creatures.” 


They walked ſome turns without 
meeting with any of their acquaintance, 
though it was rather a crowded Mall; 
zuſt as they came near the Queen's 
Palace, a young lady on horſeback paſſed 
near n full gallop, her fervant 
unable, 
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unable to keep up with her; it ſoon - | 
appeared that her horſe had ran away ; 
with her. Emma trembled at the 
ſight, but hardly had ſhe time to ex- 

preſs her apprehenſions for her ſafety 
when ſhe ſaw her fall from her horſe ; 1 
at this terrifying fight ſhe- uttered a 
loud ſcream, exclaiming, O fly !—fly 
to her aſſiſtance! Then leaning upon 
the arm of Miſs. Oy the was 
ready to faint. | 


Both Niſbet and Summerville ran 
to the fallen lady, ſo indeed did moſt 
of the gentlemen who were near enough 
to ſee the accident; one however who 
had heard Mrs. Roſcommon's ſcream, 
approached her, and with graceful po- 
bteneſs, pd for the liberty, 

e a: 
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[adviſe her to vos the walk, to a 


ſeat t. © You look pale, madam, ” ſaid 


he—ſhe trembled indeed, ſo that her 
_ couſin could hardly ſupport her—he 
offered his arm, which Sophia begged 


her to accept, and he led her to the 


| bench, where all the three ladies ſeated 
: themſelves. | 


rae then, with an air of 
tender ſolicitude, prevailed on her to 
ſmell to her ſalts. < How amiable,” | 
ſaid he, looking at her with viſible 
admiration, © is this charming ſenſibi- 
lity, though painful at the moment to 


yourſelf, yet how much wut! it edeur 
you to. others.” 


40 «1 am oy to > here f given you 5 | 
much trouble, fir,” ſaid ſhe (a little 


ANNA MELVIL. 135 


recovered) © I have weak ſpirits, it 
was however a terrifying ſight; I am 
much obliged to you for your polite 
attention, I am now quite well - but 
the poor young lady, pray, fir, be fo 
good as to enquire about her, how 
terrible may have been the conſequence 
of her fall; I wonder our ſex ſhould 
endeavour, as many of them do, to 
vie with yours in horſemanſhip, tis 2 
dangerous exerciſe.” « And when 
re e in our now faſhionable man- 
ner,” returned he, * as unfeminine as 
dangerous, After the eye has been 
ſhocked with the preſent race of 
maſculine. females, how much the 
more is one ſtruck with the W 
contraſt. g 


. 


*: 
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& But, madam,” added he, * you 
ſtill look faint, is your carriage in 
waiting, or will you permit me to order 
a chair.” He had hardly ſpoke when 
Niſbet, followed by Mr. Summerville, 
made his appearance; * = F here is no 


miſchief done,” cried he, as he ap- 
proached, the lady is more frightened 
than— He ftopped, petrified with 
ani, which deprived him 


of the power of utterance, when he 


beheld in the ſtranger, who was at that 


moment hanging over Emma with 
tender anxiety, no other than the 


now dreaded Lord Deſmond ; he 


ſtood, as if rooted to the ſpot, at a few 


| paces diſtant from her. 


O I am extremely glad,” cried 
ſhe, riſing, „to hear the accident has 
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not proved ſo dreadful as I feared, but 
let us return home.” Lord Deſmond 
turned round as ſhe ſaid this, and to 
his agreeable ſurprize, beheld Mr. 
Niſbet, who he had that very morning 
been enquiring for at Summerville's, 
and with the hopes of meeting whom, 
he had come into the park. The 
uſual compliments were now ex- 
changed, but with ſuch embarraſſment, 
and with ſuch an air of coolneſs on the 
part of Niſbet, that had not his friend's 
attention been otherways engaged, it 
is impoſſible but that he muſt have 
perceived it. WE | 


The truth is, Lord Deſmond had 
never but once in his life before, been 
ſo much ſtruck, as he was now at the 
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fine perſon and engaging manner of 
Mrs. Roſcommon ; he had long nou- 
iſhed an unfortunate and imprudent 
paſſion, which neither abſence nor the 
obſtacles that oppoſed it, had been 
able to conquer 3 he had beheld every 
other woman, but one, with perfect 

indifference till that morning ; and now 
it was not ſo much her beauty, as her 
ſenſibility that had awakened his at- 
tention. 


The whole party now proceeded 
| to St. James's, where Emma's carriage 
was ordered to wait for her; Victoria, | 
who had paid little attention to his 
Lordſhip, during her friend's indiſ- 
poſition, now whiſpered Sophia The 
very identical charming fellow, who 

* ; 1 
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I told you had made a captive of me 
this morning; only think of the chap- 
ter of accidents ſo fortunately again 
throwing him in my way. Now if 
I had but thought of practiſing a little 
art, (Emma, gentle ſoul, has it from 
nature) had I but ſcreamed, fainted, 5 
and fo forth, I ſhould have ingroſſed 
his attention, and firſt impreſſions are 
the ſtrongeſt. A paſſion for me, went 
' the on, as they walked arm in arm 
behind the reſt, would have been at- 
tended with ſuch a delightful buſtle 
too— his father enraged—Sir Marma- 
duke offended — a charming ſet of 
| obſtacles to give aut our attachment; 
but here the parties met by accident, 
who would | tomorrow perhaps have 


met by appointment. 
1 
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he man is ſtruck (as well he may) 
the fair one makes no objections (how 
ſhould ſhe) the father not only appro- 
ved, but actually projected the match; 
Sir Marmaduke cut capers. for joy, 
that his; child, his Emma, is fo well 
_ eſtabliſhed in life, and that he is likely 
to have anheir to his eſtate, andſo things. 
two perſons, who ſeem born for the 
hero and heroine of a romance, go to 
church in peace and quietnefs, and | 
are joined for better, for worle, like 
any other common mortals. 


They reached the carriage as ſhe 
ſpoke, into which got the three ladies 
and Mr, Summerville, as their eſcort, 
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Lord Deſmond and Niſbet went home 


to dreſs, having engaged to meet at 
e and dine together. | 


THERE i” 


MMA retired to her apartment 
as ſoon as ſhe got home, leaving 
her cauſin to anſwer Sir Marmaduke's 
queſtions. © O what's the matter my 
dear, you look pale.” She had that 
morning acquired a new ſubject. of 
meditation, Lord Deſmond had awa- | 
kened ſenſations which ſhe had never 
before | 
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before experienced, ſhe fans; them 
| pleaſing ones, as his appearance, and 
the high character ſhe had heard of 
him juſtified her admiration; and as 
there ſeemed to be no obſtacles in the 
May, to induce her to check her riſing 
partiality, ſince her uncle had hinted 
his wiſhes in regard to their future 
alliance, ſhe, for theſe reaſons, freely 
_ indulged her feelings, ſhe recalled 
every gentle accent that had fallen from 

him, recalled his amiable aſſiduity, his 
| looks of tenderneſs, and to perfect all, 
ſhe repreſented to her view, a form 
which before ſhe had never ſeen 


. ad 1 5 50 
55 Ver, whiſpered ſhe to herſelf, for 
the firſt time of my life, I begin to 
. 


_ 


taſte of true happineſs, 1 have long 
contented myſelf with endeavouring to 
confer it on others, the ſenſation that 
endeavour excited, produced a calm, 
a tranquil ſatisfaction; friendſhip, too, 
was the higheſt ſolace of my life; but 
how faint, how inſipid, has all my 
emotions hitherto been, in compariſon 
of thoſe new- born ſentiments; the 
heart alone is the ſource from whence 
muſt ſpring our greateſt Joys, or great- 
eft woes. 


Youth, fortune, beauty, how faint 
have been the pleaſures ye have yielded, 
grandeur has ceaſed to dazzle by fa- 
miliarity, the richeſt banquet, when 


every. day repeated, palls upon the Pa 


pete and cool admiration ſoon 
. ceaſes 


i 
1 
j 

ib 
by 
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ceaſes even to feed one's vanity, when 


"© loſes" its novelty.” 


All theſe 1 have experienced, but 
love—ah! is it come to that already, 
is Emma then ſo weak as to be caught 


by outward form, without acquaintance 


with his diſpoſition, without knowing, 
or waiting to know if he deſerves the 


high commendations | which ſhe has 


heard of him, without even waiting to 


know if ſhe has made the leaſt impreſ- 


ſion on his heart, would ſhe beſtow 
her own—forbid it mod forbid 1 it 
_ as 


She was aeteriinid at leaſt; dat no 


one ſhould by her conduct ſuſpect 


chat entertained for him the 
lighteſt 
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fighteſt partiality. Thus reſolved 
ſhe was going to join her couſin and 
Sir Marmaduke, when a loud rap, 
at the door made her ſtart, and ſne 


again hurried wp w her dreſſing- 
_ room, 


A ſervantin a few moments came 
to inform her chat the Exel of Dom- 
were come to wait on her _ Miſs 


Court er. 


« Is eee aſked ſhe, 

much agitated at their viſit, and but 
ill prepared by her foregoing reflections 
to receive them with the eaſe and. 
ſerenity which were natural to her | 

The father and ſiſter of Lord T Def- 
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Rey of what importance was it now 
to her that ſhe ſhould appear agree- 
able to them, and never in her life 
did ſhe feel herſelf ſo little * 
to nine. | 


5 As . man in anſwer to her queſ- 

* tion told her, that Miſs Courtney and 
His maſter were both in the drawing 
room with them, ſhe inſtantly went 
down, the door was thrown open, and 
with a conſcious glow, which how- 
ever added to the beauty of her com- 
plexion, made her entrance. 


Sir Marmaduke roſe and introdu- 
1 cc her to their gueſts; the Earl who 
ua quite a finiſhed courtier, led her 
| | fan the Game time, making a 
{ _ 


z 
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number of fine ſpeeches, with rather 
more formality chan his ſon would 


have done upon a like occaſion, but 
it was the ſort of gallantry faſhionable 


in his youth. 


Lady Georgina had all the eaſy 


good breeding of the preſent age, ſhe 


expreſſed great pleaſure at being in- 


troduced to her. 


«] FR we ſhall be quite intimate, 


(Kid ſhe) I never in my life could | 


form a friendſhip with any body who 


was not handſome, I always Judge of 


the mind by the perſon, I am, you 


muſt know, a great phyſiognomiſt— 

| how could you dream of ſo long bufy- 
ing yourſelf i in the country; but we 
8 muſt nowhelp you to redeem hſt time.” 
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| T 
Ladyſhip for ſo kind an office (returned 
[ Emma, ſmiling) tis an art which I 
þ mould wiſh to learn.” 
O nothing fo eaſy, (cried Lady 
_ Georgina) it is only going to half a 
hundred aſſemblies in a night, ſhew- 
ing - yourſelf at the opera, play, pan- 
theon, ſoho, and a million of other 
charming delightful public places, and 
you will ſoon make up for the time 
vou have loft, ns | 


« By e a double portion 
of it away,” faid G laughing. 


80 "ny Why 1 hope —=="Y 
how Ladyſhip) you have not really 
ſuch antiquated notions, why you talk 
for all the world like my brother, you 


- 
| ; 
; 4 
1 þ 
_ — 


* 
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has no idea What a ſober ſentimental 
| ſoul he is, I was in hopes you would 
have helped me to poliſh him.” 


It would be ſtrange (ſaid the Earl) 
if Deſmond fill ſtood in need of that, 
after having had ſuch advantages * 
but you muſt not mind what that 


| giddy girl fays, madam, ſhe would 


lead you a fine dance were you to jol- 
low her, not but that I would have 
every young lady of faſhion, conform 
to that ſtile of life which ſuits their 
rank and fortune; retirement and a 
domeſtic turn are very well for per- 


ſons in a middling ſituation, we muſt, 
i we wiſh for the luxuries of life, have 


| induſtrious tradeſmen, and induſtrious 
tradeſmen ought to have induſtrious 
= . 3 5 wives, 
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wives, but people of a certain rank 
are born to ſuperior advantages.” 


0 They are indeed (ſaid Emma) 
born to enviable privileges, if they 


have at the ſame time a diſpoſition 


to make a proper uſe of them.” 


perhaps (returned he) the preſent 
age may not have quite ſo refined a 
raſte for pleaſure as the laſt, in my 
3 time there was more diſtinction be- 
| tween the different ranks of people 

than there is now, people in the trading 

end of the town did not as now pre- 

ſume to vie with their ſuperiors, our 
ſocieties were ſelect, the dignity of 
high birth was better ſupported, and 
one was n in danger of afſo< 


3 ciating 


— 
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ciating with perſons: who one would 
not wiſh to be known to, or to be 
mentioned by, as having been of the 
ſame party; but that inconveniency 
is the effect of richneſs, and that ſpirit 
of freedom which in this country de- 
generates into licentiouſneſs, it is a 
leveling principal, which I own is to- 
me, and muſt to every man of family, 
be extremely diſguſting,” © ” þ—  _, 


n 
. 
+ 


Freedom, ſir, (ſaid Sophia) is 
what I thought had always been e. 
teemed the higheſt bleſſing of man 

kind, and really I think there is ſomes. 

thing very grateful to a benevolent 

mind, in that proper degree of equality 
which one ſees in England, for my part 
I was ſhocked to death, when | in Paris, 


. 
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to ſee the infinite diſtance between a 
ſer of beings of the ſame ſpecie ; ſuch 


princely grandeur, and ſuch abje& po- 
verty, ſuch extremes, the chain of 


| ſociety ſeemed broken and the middle- 
moſt links wanting, which ought 24 
W to unite the whole. N 


A very uncommon remark it 
muſt be owned (faid the Earl, with 
a a ſtately air) for a young lady, I ſhould | 

rather have expected your opinion of 


their public amuſements, of their 


nes, and of the graces of their 
Seportment; the ſemaie mind is beſt 
embelliſhed by thoſe lighter kind of | 

* Nudies, bur tis the fault of our preſent 
' items of education ; in my time there 
was nothing of the kind wrote for the 


Va MELVIL 153 


uſe of your ſex, i It was ſufficient if they, 
were taught a graceful carriage, a good 
taſte in the choice of their ornaments, 
and ſo jult a ſenſe of their own rank and 
dignity as to form no improper connec- 


tions, but now-a-days ladies ſet up for 
learning and philoſophy, they affect to vie 


witly the men and become maſculine,” 


« My ſtars (whiſpered Lady Georgina 
to Emma) what a diſſertation, do you 
know I begin to fear that your couſin 
is a member of the learned female 


coterie, the moſt unſufferable ſer of 9 
mortals: O you would expire with 


laughing if you were to hear Mr. Bal- 
timore give a deſcription of them, 
he is the drolleſt Creature, IT muſt in- 
er him to you, *. hates al your 

H 1 e 


i; 
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+ pedantic ſtuff, and chough he has not 
only been at college, but made the 

grand tour, you would never gueſs 
from his converſation that he had 

ſtudied any one thing but amuſement 
and new faſhions one half hour in his 
whole life; he is a divine fellow Il 
2 * ton. i 


1 He muſt * be a very edify- 
nns companion (ſaid Emma, laughing) 
5 * * N 8 be of 


o Lon ediffing (cried Lady 
Georgina) what a horrid idea! My 
brother and you ſeem formed for each | 
other, for you every moment put me 
3 bad he been here this : 


. _ _ 


. 5 
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- 


morning, my father's delectable dif= 
ſertation would not have been over 


. theſe two hours, he does {& love to 


argue, and is ſo very wiſe; but entre 


nous, they very ſeldom agree in their 
ſentiments.” EE 


So much the better, thought Emma, 
who was not much prepoſſeſſed in favor 
of the haughty old gentleman. 


4 My father, (continued her Lady- 
ſhip, ſtill in a low voice, while the Earl 


| ; 4 wh Marmaduke were engaged 


in politics) is, as perhaps you may have 
ſagacity enough already to diſcover, 


a pompous kind of a being, my brother 


on the contrary is all condeſcenſion to 
his inferiors, vaſtly humane, compaſſi- 
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donate, andallthat (ah! thought Emma 

I was ſure, for his every look expreſſed 

it, that he is the moſt amiable of men) 

but why (continued her Ladyſhip) do 

T bore you with ſuch filly ſtuff about 
my own family, beſides my brother 

zs dying to be introduced to you, and 

then when you ſee him you will judge 

for yourſelf, he is a favourite with our 

ſex, but for what poſlible reaſon he is. 

ſo, I cannot conceive, you have no 5 
| idea how grave he 1s, and how n. | 

1 n unlkte Mr. Baltimore. | 


8480 „ think how e we 
vere to find you at home, 1 have ſent 
tickets half over the town this morn- 
ing, and I dare ſay, had 1 called myſelf, 
| 870 mould not have met wich one ſingle 
8 ſoul 
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- foul but yourſelf; fo. domeſtic ; ; for my 
part I have hardly made uſe of a chair 
in our houſe, except at this 
whole winter, for really one has ſo 
many engagements abroad, that one 
never thinks of making uſe of one's 
home, but to eat or to ſleep in, © And 
to receive one's friends in,” ſaid Emma, 


*4* 


O as to that (reſumed her Lady- 
thip) one has ſuch a crowd of them, 
that one never thinks of ſeating any 

dir them but at a card table. 


* And that to be ſure (cried Mrs. 
Roſcommon) is a very agreeable and: 
eligible way of eyoying . conver- 
ation. ”» | „ 

%%% ͤ “! 
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«O Lord (exclaimed Lady G.) 

| enjoying their converſation, only con- 

ceive what an idea, why it would 

make one hoarſe for life, if one were 

_ obliged only to ſpeak ten words apiece 
to all one's acquaintance,” “ 


| . g 9 5 4 ; | | 

| « Then (aid Emma) J would re- 5 | 
duce the number, that I might emoy JF 

the pleaſures of ſociety.” 


Heavens (returned her Ladyſhip) 
| why dofft you know, my dear madam, 
that the whole joy of life, is to have 
a crowd at one's aſſemblies; if one 
friend is a bleſſing, how delightful 
' muſt it be to have five hundred; I 
declare that I frequently ſee in our | 
| — faces that I don't re- 
; collect 
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collect ever to have ſeen before, and 
ſhould forget even the names of thoſe | 

I have viſited for years, if it was not 
for their tickets. - | 
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« And have you never any conver- 
ſation parties?” aſked a Roſcom- 


mon. 
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< O horrid, no to be fure, (returned 
Lady G.) the very thought gives me 
che vapours, tis ſo like the blue ſtock- 
ing coterie, that Baltimore makes ſuch 
ridicule of, I hate talking, one has 
enough of it with one's maid and trades- 
people to fatigue one for the whole 

5 day, a little chat en paſſent to ſome of 
one's intimates, and liſtening to, and 

- - anGvering the beaux, is as much as one 


* 


0 


— 1 TP 
XZ 
4 
1 
1 
3. 
% C #1 
e 
8.1 
- 8 
N 1 
2 
13 
p + 
% 
4 i 
* 
* 
"4 
x) 
»] 5 
7 
* 
1 


— 


Ser 


1 * 
N 


* . 4 * ＋ 
8 83 l ne n 
** r n . 
* 2 2 . * - * N BL Sag 
2 — — — — gras, of te 1 


— 9 . 
— 5 L N N "IP 9 — = r 4 7 — 
. . ¼ . ⁵ T ᷑̃]%ôl!l p ß rb #1 IL Pet gas - * capes eee vie, He We ed . . PCC F l 8 
N © 


160 ANNA MELVIE 


can poſſibly go through bur a formal —= | 
converſation, with one's own ſex in 
particular, human nature cannot ſup- 
port it, I ſhould yawn myſelf to death.“ 


DES. "AY then, my dear Lady Geor- 
ee eee to Fault in the 


country. PE 


55 NY one has cards, and com- 
Pany, and balls and viſits, and little 
excurſions, and novels too while one's 
air is dreſſing, helps to kill time, 
but tis horrid at beſt, for dear brilliant 
ee the life of * | 


5 But | % you not apts even 
| ofthem (aid Emma) by conſtant re- 
peũiton, and are they not very fatigue- 
50 ing f to 9 delicate frame ?”? 5 
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„ O Lord, yes to be ſure, one hates 
the ſpectacles themſelves, for they are 
always the ſame thing over and over 
again, but then it is faſhionable and 


keeps one's ſpirits in a flutter, and 


one ſees and is ſeen, and in ſhort, how | 

could one poſſibly fill up one's time 
without them: as to fatigue, I am 
ready to die ſometimes, and look ſo 
horrid you can have no idea, and that 
is the only reaſon why I think the 
country ſupportable, becauſe it makes 
one fit to be ſeen again in winter,” 


Emma ſmiled. 


„e was s interrupted by the 


Eau, who now roſe to take leave, aſter 
telling Mrs. Roſcommon, that with 
td ; - "Mp 
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her permiſſion, he would do his ſon Deſ- 
mond the honor of introducing him to 
| her; ſhe countelied low,and bluſhed her 


4 conſent, 


et How do you like Lady Georgina? 
aſked Sir Marmaduke, when they were 


4: « As well as I can like any of our 
modern fine ladies.“ ſaid ſhe. 


O II aſſure you ſhe is very much 
in faſhion.” reſumed the Baronet. 


Then (cried Sophia) it is a faſhion | 
| that does not pleaſe me, and 1 hope 
my couſin will never follow it ; I have 
no objection to a few airs and graces, 

1 e 
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but they muſt flow from wit and native 


vivacity ; but I have no patience with 


your inſipids, who, like parrots, talk 


by rote, what ever other ſimpletons 


of their own rank utter.” 


« That may be your notion of things 


(cried Sir Marmaduke) but I own I 


am a little of the Earls opinion, that 


women. of a certain rank ſhould act 
like the reſt of the beau monde; tis 
your reading, your witty, your ſentimen- 
tal girls, who make confuſion in fami- 


lies, they take upon them to have a will 


of their oon, and are too wiſe, forſooth, 


to be happy in a common way; a girl 
of faſhion has no idea of your romantic 
refinement, ſhe takes the huſband her 
family recommends to her, if he has 


rank 
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rank and riches ſhe clove it ſufficient ; 


L but your accompliſhed women as they 


* ſeemed to have adopted, only becauſe 


think themſelves, muſt have a thou- 
ſand imaginary perfections in her hero, 
and after all, where is their ſuperior 
felicity when they are married? what 
| huſband ſits down to be entertained 
with his wife's converſation, the novelty 
of mind as well as body ſoon wears 
off, and after a few years marriage, 
neither of them can have a ſingle idea 
ca to each other.” ” 


en 
put an end to the converſation, and 
to ſentiments which Sir Marmaduke 


they were thoſe of his late noble viſitor, 
for amongſt his other foibles, reſpect 
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and deference for high rank, was not 
the leaſt predominant. 75 


Victoria came to engage her friends 
to accompany her to the play, ſhe 
had taken a box, and it was one of her 
favorite comedies; the party was agreed 
to, and the ladies ſeparated to dreſs. 


1 

8 
1 
1 
1 
1 
; 
: 
5 
* 
= 
* 
* 
& 
a 
3 
7 
2 


166 ANNAGMALVIL OF. 
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CHAP. XII. 

MMA was much amuſed at the 
play, which was the School for 
Scandal, the parts were admirably 
ſupported ; but ſhe was ſtill more de- 

\ lighted with Lord Deſmond's juſt and 
lively remarks on it. That gentle- 
man and Niſbet had ſeen them from 
an Comms” box, and immediately j joined 

| Emma's beauty had drawn on 


* 3 eyes of all the men in the 
2. | 
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houſe, the murmur of applauſe the 


excited, reached even her ear, but as 
| ſhe had a much greater portion of 
* modeſty than vanity, ſhe felt more 


pain than pleaſure, from a diſtinction 


which would have thrown into rapture ' 


half the inſignificant females that ſur- 


1 rounded her, who were dying with 
envy to ſee themſelves totally eclipſed, 


and practiſing the leſſon they ſaw fo 
forcibly ridiculed on the ſtage. 

One found fault with her forchead 
as too low, another diſcovered that 

| ſhe was monſterouſly rouged, another 


that he was too tall, another was gueſſ 
ing how many laces ſhe muſt have 


| demoliſhed in ſqueezing herſelf up to 


ſuch a ſpan of a waiſt, another found 


fault 
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fault with her ſtyle of dreſs, too much 
in the Quaker taſte, ſo few ornaments; 
in ſhort the whole woman was pro- 
nounced to be horrid, 


- 'On the contrary, the men, bd 
all, declared her to be one of the moſt | 
divine creatures that had ever graced 
: . — Deſmond himſelf 
infinitely. lovely, he © — 
ſeparate feature without fol able 
0 iſcover a ſingle effect, yet his heart 


een . Me ene 


2 more beauti- 
ful, 


&: 
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ful, there was yet to him that name · 
leſs ſomething wanting, which to a 


lover is more than beauty; yet as his 
firſt attachment was every way im- 


prudent, ſince there had long ceaſed 
to be any proſpect of his ſucceeding 


in it; and ſince his father, now te had 
ſeen Mrs. Roſcommon, was more | 
earneſt than ever for the alliance, he 
endeavoured to reconcile himſelf to 


what he could not make any reaſonable 


Objections to, and therefore ſtrove to 


regard her as his future wife, in con- 
ſequence of which his behaviour to 


her was ſuch as became a man who © 


aſpired to her particular favor, and 


no man was ever better qualified than 5 
Lord Deſmond to act the part of a 
lover with as and propriety, he 
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had a ſoftneſs in his voice and eyes, 
and a manner ſo renderly inſinuating, 
that he had unintentionally, wounded 
a hundred hearts, without the ſlighteſt 
effort to pleaſe. | What then muſt be 
his power when he exerted all his 
attractive (races 5 

» Emma from only a few days ac- 
quaintance, had advanced an age in 


bp” love. ſhe thought herſelf the moſt 


fortunate of women, and her heart was 
the ſeat of content and joy, ſhe thought 
he had never lived till then, the calm 
ſatisfaction of her mind manifeſted 

itſelf in a thouſand dimpled ſmiles, and 

in an agreeable cheerfulneſs that made 
her converſation more than uſually 


| pleaſing, ſhe ſeemed to have changed 
Garden 


2 


1 5 N 
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n with hey: RP who! was 


that night penſive, even to ſadneſs. *' 


*. 


Niſbet, though he ſet next to her, L 


. was ſo abſent, ſo cold in his manner, 


and appeared under ſuch - viſible con- 


ſtraint, that he would have ſeverely 


excited her raillery, had he not, unfor- _ 
tunately for her, excited in her a far 
different paſſion, a paſſion which has 


a natural tendency to make People 
grave, and which even converts gravity. 
into melancholy, where it appears to 
be prithout a mutual return. 


- ; A 


1 39 


The _ is, Niſbet - thought not 
of her, he hardly knew ſhe Was by his 
fide; his whole attention was ingroſſed 
by Emma, and. his late friend (nom 
8 7 2 his 
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8 AN NA MELVIL, "I 
his rival) iti forming ſchemes to 


* him. 


When they quitted the theatre the - 
crowd was ſo great that they found 

it difficult to get to their carriages, 
Lord Deſmond led Mrs. Roſcommon. 


As they paſſed, ſeveral people from 

the galle ies exclaimed, « What a 
charming couple, did you ever ſee any 
mow handſome as they are both.” 


Emma bluſhed, her gallant con- 
ductor gently preſſed her hand, how 


ſweet were her ſenſations. 


more diligent than hers, and his chariot 4 
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| firſt drew up—it ralned%—he preſſed 
her to accept of it — ſhe heſitated a 
moment, but the voice of love pre- 
Wied, and ſhe ſuffered him to hand 
her in, and to ſeat himſelf by her fide ; 
he made the beſt uſe of ſo favorable 
a diſtinction, and ere the end of their 
little journey, he ſaid every thing that 
ſhe wiſhed, and he received all the 
_ encouragement to his ſuit that a woman 
of delicacy ought to give on ſo ſhort 
an acquaintance. 
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. When her eouſin joined her at Sir 
Marmaduke's, ſhe was not ſufficiently - 
in ſpirits to railly her as ſhe would a 
few weeks before have done : both 

the ladies wiſhed to be alone, to in- 
dulge their meditation, though of a 
La very 
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very different nature, ſo that they ach 


as ſoon as poſlible retired to their apart- 
ments, Sophia' to indulge her chagrin, 
and Emma to e ni her happy 


2 
- 


1 2% a 
99 7 ©» * * 
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The next wong brake the gene . , 
tlemen to pay their reſpects, and While 
they were there a card came from Lady 


Georgina to invite them to an aſſembly 5 


at the Farl's for the eyening—it was 


accepted and the lakes having g ſome 


ornaments to purchaſe, ordered the 


carriage, and, at the requeſt of the 
gentlemen, they were c permitted to 
attend them. 


Nothing but Emma's heart- felt 
4 as could _— the Joy. of her 
uncle, 
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uncle, at the proſpect of the long- 
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wiſhed for alliance, which now ſeemed 
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"wy Emma had nn her life been. 
ſo long, or had taken ſo much pains. 
at her toilet, as on this occaſion, and 
| when ſhe. joined her couſin in the 
drawing room, Sophia was perfe&tly 
dazzled at her beauty, perhaps too it 
was the firſt time that young lady had 
ever felt the leaſt degree of envy” at F= 5 4 
her ſuperior charms, ſhe could not” — 


help glancing her eyes towards a 


mirror, and feeling diſſatisfied with the 
| choice of her ornaments; ſhe wiſhed 
ſhe. had choſen ſome of the ſame kind 
1 i which Emma wore, they appeared far 
1 more becoming, Alas! it was not | 
'+ . 3 
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13 the ornaments, but the face that en- 
belliſhed them; and ſhe did not reflect 
chat her late uneaſineſs had diminiſhed 
te luſtre of her eyes, faded her bloom, 
and diminiſhed her power of pleaſing, 
at the very time when it was her in- 


tereſt to diſplay al her attractions. 
* 
| — 
8 7 5 2 
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CHAP. XIIL 

HE Earl received Mrs. Roſ- 
common with particular marks 

of diſtinction; this inſured her ref] 


chat, flirting and coquetting with. every 
well dreſſed fop, however 
How different. from her brother, he 
was all grace and dignity, and 
55 | 3. 3 


— 


n N 1 
2 
e 2 * 
2 L 


oy 
rr 


K oh. 5 
Ker 41% $*5 * 


4-5, 


ef Grew als + — 
3 x 8 * — 
ä — wen, 22d Mc. Sean 


178 ANNA MELVIL. 
12 being of ſuperior order. Emma 
did not chuſe to play; he alſo excuſed 
himſelf, by which means ſhe had the 
pleaſure of his converſation the whole 
evening ; towards the end of it Lady 
Barbara Trevalion was announced. 


is my aunt (ſaid LordDeſmond) 
you muſt permit me the honor of intro- 
ducing you to her; ſhe is an oddity, 
but has nevertheleſs ſome good qua- 
ties, in her youth ſhe was eſteemed 
handſome, in her middle age ſhe 
thought fit to ſet up for a wit, and now 
| in her laſt ſtage ſhe has taken it into 
her head to aſpire to the character of 
a woman of reading, a critic, and a 
free thinker; ſhe makes it a rule, in 
order to ſhew her ſuperior judgment 
5 E and 
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and penetration, to think differently 5 
from all the reſt of the world —ſhe 


ſeems born to oppoſe,” 


As he ſpoke ſhe came up to where 


105 they ſtood, Lord Deſmond paid her 


his compliments, then ſaid, You have 
heard my father, Lady Barbara, ſpeak 
highly of this lady (bowing to Emma) 
who I have now the honor to intro- 
| duce to you, Mrs Roſcommon.” The. 


old lady Os 


1 Your father's FR eh, 
: my Lord, would have no great weight 


with me, but this Lady 8 Pee 
n to the e 1 
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a 180 ANNA MELVIL. 
with proper acknowledgment ; but 


| wWuas far from being favorably prepoſ- 


4 


ſeſſed by the countenance of her who 
made it, indeed nothing could be more 


« You haye made it very late ere 
you favored us with your company, 

madam (ſaid my Lord) I fear we ſhall 
find it difficult to make you a party.” 


O you need not be afraid about 
hat matter (returned ſhe) I never r play 
when I can 055 it. 
* Your Ladyſhip (ald Emms) is 
much to be commended, - tis in my 
ion a. moſt terrible waſte of time.” 
1 © As 
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| « As to waſte of time (reſumed 
Lady Barbara) that is of little conſe- 


quence, people have generally more 
time than they know how to ſpend,” 


* Uſefully, I hope your Ladyſhip b 


means, cried Lord Deſmond. 


I don't know what you mean by 


uſefulneſs (returned ſhe) I can't ſee 
| what uſe any body can make of it, 
but to ſpend it as pleaſes them bet.” 


| Bifore his Lordſhip had ame to 
e lady came up to ber 
with “O my dear Lady Barbara, 1 
am ſo glad to ſee you, I declare 1 
feared T ſhould never again have en- 
joyed that pleaſure, for 1 have been 
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as ANNA MELYIL, 
dreadfully indifpoſed, and had it not 


| "i for that moſt admirable phyſician, 


cer, I think I muſt have 


And 1 for my part (cried her 


; Ladyſh ip) wonder that you are now 


alive, after being under his hands, for 
of all the ignorant fellows of his pro- 
feſſion, he is certainly the very worſt; 
I would not truſt a dog to his manage- 


_ me, I am ſure 1 have always 


Heard the higheſt character of him, 


he has the moſt judgment in adminiſter- 
; wg ae 8 n i | 
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- © James's powders (exclaimed. her 


Ladyſhip) the very name of them 


makes me ſhudder, I have myſelf - 
known above forty. people abſolutely 
murdered by taking them; I make 


it a rule in my family, never on any 
account, to let any one touch them; 
nay I will not even have them in the 


houſe, for I believe the very {mel of 
them is poiſon.” 


Another old lady now came up with 
a countenance much diſcompoſed, 
being, as ſhe advanced, putting into 
her pocket a purſe conſiderably lighte 


than when ſhe entered the aſſembly 


ec I declare (cried ſhe) I believe no 
perſon in England has ſuch horrid luck, 
4 haye not held a ſingle honor the 


whole 
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8 1384 | ANNA MELVIL, 
whole evening, tis e to n ; 
a faint.” | 


— Gr is one reaſon, I fappaſe, 
(faid Lord Deſmond; ſmiling) why 

_ faints never play, as they do not wiſh 
* 


Wal for my part (cried Lady 

Barbara) I wonder how bad cards can 

diſcompoſe any body, I would not. 

give a pin for a game at whiſt if I 

| held good cards, one plays for amuſe- 

ment, and the ſight of a parcel of 
groteſque figures which are called kings 
e fatigue my _ 


«0 but you I ſuppoſe (reſumed 1 he by 
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bac hund. ” 


00 5 J indeed (returned her Lady- 
ſhip) I hardly know one card from 


another, I never think about the 


matter.“ 


« Now we talk of cards (ſaid the 
other Lady) I preſume you have heard 


of poor Mrs. Richbald's death, ſo 
| ſudden, poor dear good woman, 1 
declare it is quite ſhocking to hear 


of people's going off ſo; at ten o clock 


me was at the card table, as well as 
you or I, and in leſs than half an 
hour ſhe was gone; ſhe held four 
by honors, and had quite a charming 


with an opportunity of diſplaying your | 
judgment in making the moſt of 4 
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hand, "TY was five to one that. the 
won the game; only conceive how 
diſtreſſing! but indeed as ſhe was ever 
a prudent woman, ſhe was better pre- 


N 
! 
. 
[ 


| pared than moſt people are, for ſhe 
| | had made her will, ſo that there will 
„de no diſpute about her fortune; I only 
© wiſh the had left her poor daughter 
| ſomething, but ſhe never could be 
brought to forgive her-marrying with- | 
out her conſent, . and o Cannot won- 
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7 hn Lifficiently x weary with | ſuch 
inſipid chat, moved round to her cou- 
iin and Mifs Summerville, who ſhe 
perceived in earneſt converſation with 
Mr. Niſbet at the other end of the 
apartment; Lord Deſmond followed, 
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| without being able to account for 
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-and agreeably amuſed her by the lively 5 


remarks he made on his ſagacious 
aunt and Abe wo companions. | 


For the reſt of of the evening they kept 


with the Summerville party; Sophia, 
who had without rivalſhip; as Emma 
Was at a diſtance, enjoyed the company 
.of her Niſbet, was in much better 
" ſpirits than when ſhe entered, and 
8 her ſpirits had reſtored that animation | 
to her features which were their rig 
* charm. | 


. Niſber had been reaſoning with 
. himfelf on his own caprice, in not 
being ſatisfied with the happineſs that 


was in his power, and that in reality 


= it 
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it any other way but from his hve of 
miſchief, and the pleaſure of vanquiſh- 
ing difficulties. Tis true his heart 
gave the preference to Emma, but 
this i is not the age of romance, when 


love was deemed unconquerable; 
Sophia was ſufficiently handſome to 
pleaſe the niceſt taſte, her fortune was 
large, her temper amiable, and her 
converſation had that degree of viva- 
city which he had ever preſerred to a 
more ſentimental turn; ftill however 
he could not bring himſelf wholly to 
give up his purſuit, though his reſo- 
| lution began to waver, and he invo- 
| huntarily paid more attention to Miſs 
Courtney than he had done for ſome 
weeks paſt. The fair couſins there- 


ſbore returned almoſt equally happy. 


N 


* 
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Mrs. W when nue got 
8 home found a letter for her from Mrs. 
Midd leton, which informed her that 


every thing at the Hall, except the 


health of her favorite Anna, went on 
as ſne could wiſh, that amiable girl, 


ſhe ſaid, had had a return of her com- 
I plaint, aſſes milk had been preſcribed, 


but it did not agree with her, riding 


too ſhe had tried, but found it too 


_. fatigueing ; ſhe ſtill looked lovely, ſhe 


added, but was grown much thinner, 


| ſhe was however,” ſhe ſaid, calm and 
' ſerene, and ſometimes even cheerful; 
ſhe concluded with telling her that 
they all, Anna and herſelf in particular, 


longed impatiently for her return, as 
the ſpring had _— dn to em- 


belliſh 
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| ANNA MELVIT: 


: belliſh the country—ſhe begged "i 
to write - g a few lines. | 


Ee had been 10 much engaged - 
ſince her arrival in town, that ſhe fan- 
| cied ſhe had not had a moment's leiſure | 
for what uſed to be her favorite em. 
| ployment ; the truth is; her thoughts 
were wholly ingroſſed by one object, 
and as her delicacy would not permit 
her to make him the ſubject of her 
pen, to write on any other would have 
been a taſk ; ſhe next morning however 
anſwered her friend's letter, expreſſing 
real anxiety, and tender ſolicitude about 
Miſs Melvil. With this, and ſome 
directions about her penſioners, ſhe 
concluded her letter, without even hav? 


| ing had F to mention 5 name 
* =. of 
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of Deſmond, ſhe reſerved that pleaſing | 
ſubject till their meeting, when ſhe - 


could lead to it inſenſibly. She gave 


; them hopes that-it would not be long 
ere ſhe returned. to the hall, and, in- 


deed, ſuch was her intention, though 


her uncle was in ſuch a hurry for the 


match, that he was already beginning 
to collect his parchmen ts, in order 
to prepare for the ſettlements; but 


Emma had ſecretly determined, that 8 
ſhould the affair be concluded on, ſne 
would, at leaſt, while thoſe ſettlements 


were preparing, which would be a 


work of ſome time, ſpend it at Roſ- 
commion, if the Earl, Lady Georgina, 
Lady Barbara, Lord Deſmond, and 
her uncle were of the party, ſo much 


the more agreeable. 


She | 
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She u already: tired of a town n lle 
a conſtant round of what to her was 
inſipidity, people diſſipate life while 
they fancy they enjoy it, the following 
week was ſpent like the former, con- 
' ſtantly in large companies, or at pub- 
lic places; as Lady Georgina was now 
become her inſeperable companion, 
ſhe was obliged, as the Earl had told 


| her, to follow her lead. 


CHAP, 


\NE evening when the uſual party | 
were aſſembled at Sir Marma- 
duke 5 a ſervant entered and delivered op 
a note to Mr. Niſbet, he read it with” 
viſible & emotion, and immediately whiſ- f 


pering Lord Deſmond, they both left 
the room ; Sophia followed them with 


her eyes, and felt, without being able 


to account for it, anxious to know the 
purport of the billet; ſhe imagined 


., 1. 1 even- 


ANNA MNIVII. 193 


2 het 3 
L Sas dhe. 9 2 
2 2 » 44 — — _ — * — ws 
Py i f wy r 6 EIS Eo - = Ds c = 
wit a * n n 4 _ - a — 9 or. 8 2 4 6 
EE — — a * 95 24 — . 
my , - 9 — — — 
e x 8 


- 

— * * 2 
— ͤ—Fü — — — r — 
N „ r 

> 


pag 7 
t Hen 


"9+ ANNA MELVIL.. 


even by the licht glance which ſhe 
had of the direction, that it was a fe- 
male hand: this was her firſt thought, | 
! but when thgy had been abſent near 
"a quarter of an hour, the pang of jea- 
| louſy was exchanged for one ſtill more 
alarming—what if it ſhould be a chal- 
lenge, why elſe take his friend with 7 
him on the occaſion; ſhe wiſhed to 
know if they had left the houſe, yet 
28 ſhe fancied every eye upon her, ſne 
durſt not move from her ſeat; this 
painful reſtraint, and the agitation of 
her mind which her too lively imagi- 
2 nation had, excited, affected her ſo. 
| violently, that ſhe changed colour, and 
woas obliged to have recourſe to her 
U 
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a who had no longer Lord 


Deſmond to engroſs her attention, was 


the fifſt to obſerve her paleneſs and 
indiſpoſition. Lady Georgina was 


engaged in too lively a chat with ſome 
of her young friends, to remark any 


thing that paſſed—and her aunt was 


in too earneſt converſation upon the 
ſubject of literature with Sir Marma- 
duke and her friend Mr. Marſham, 
to attend to any other perſon ; ; ſo that 
Mrs. Roſcommon had retired with 
her couſin, without any one — 
them from the circle. 

50 Why would you ſtay a moment 


i when you found yourſelf ill, my dear 

Sophia ? (cried Emma, as ſhe- led her 
towards the garden) a little air would 
| 8 2 1 
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have Kd you at once; I am half 


dead myſelf with being ſo conſtantly 


tft up in crowded apartments, the 
air of which 1s rendered unfit tor re- 
ſpiration. | 


Before her couſin had time to an- 
boxer they heard Mr. Niſbet's voice 
a good deal raiſed, exclaiming, 1 
will die firſt, before I will ſubmit to 


be ſo impoſed upon by a raſcal.” The 


friends ſtopped ſhort at the parlour 
door to liſten, hardly daring to breathe, 


ga word. 


« That he is a raſcal is moſt certain 
(returned Lord Deſmond, in a gentler 


accent) but your ſafety requires that 
you ſhould at any rate, and almoſt at 


i 
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any price, gain his ſecrecy; it is a pity 
that he was ever intruſted with ſo im- 
8 Portant- 88 


3 00 How could I poſſibly prevent it k 
(interrupted Mr. Niſbet) he lived with 
me at the time of that illneſs which 
produced ſuch a change in my perſon; 
1 then thought him attached to me 
1 could not put my plan in execution 
without his being privy to it—my 
change of name—the e of my 
death.“ MT 2 

Sophia advanced ſtill nearer to the 
door, trembling with eager curioſity ; - 
nor was Emma unaffecteddt. 


K3 „Allowing 
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as Allowing that it was not eaſy 00 

manage your plan without ſome few 

| being. intruſted with it (reſumed Lord 

Deſmond) yet ſarely you ſhould have 8 

made it your buſineſs to ſecure his 
attachment.“ 


he fellow fancying me in his pow- 
er (ſaid Mr. Niſbet) preſumed upon it; 
he grew inſolent, continually tormented 
me for money to ſupporthim inhis vices, 
and at length ſo exaſperated my paſſion 
that I ſtruck kim ; he vowed revenge, . 
but as I had left him i in France, and had 
ſettled, ere he quitted my ſervice, a hand- 
ſome annuity on him, I thought no more 
about him, and I had abſolutely forgot 
that there was ſuch a wretch in the 
| creation, till this evening he thought 
fit 
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fi to refreſh my memory by his curſed - 
note; 1 had even almoſt forgot my 


real name till he renewed the remem- 


brance of it by ſpitefully addreſſing 
me by che title of Sir William Fenton.“ 


At this laſt part of his ſpeech both 


the couſins, at one inſtant, uttered an 


involuntary ſcream; Lord Deſmond 


heard and flew to the door, Mr. Niſbet 


followed, at the fi ght of him Mrs. 
Roſeormnion ſtarted back with a kind 


of horror, her whole frame ſhook ; 


his Lordſhip: ran to fuppor her. 


& 11 it pollble, my 181 (altered 


i ſhe) have I then ſheltered under this 
roof, the murderer of ————" 


* 


= 
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. di not 3 but covered | 
ber face with both her hands, to exclude 
- the ſight of him (Sir William) all his 
too flattering hopes now vaniſhed, | 
not even the proſpect of her pardon, 
much leſs of her love to be aſpired to, 
ſunk at her feet. 


Fes, madam (cried he in a voice 
chat ſpoke his emotion) the unfortunate : 
man who now kneels at your feet, is 
indeed the penitent Fenton ; diſpoſe 

of him as you ſee fit, give him up to 

juſtice, fatisfy your revenge, if in a 
breaſt like yours, ſo hateful a paſſion 
-  ean find place, my life at this moment 
|: appears worthleſs of my leaft regard.” 


—y 


— 


He 
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He turned his eyes as he ſpoke, and 
beheld Sophia, who ſtood with arms 
extended, unknowing what ſhe did, N 

| bending forward as if ſhe wilheg to 


preſs him to her heart, 


5 * you too, ever amiable Miſs ; 
Courtney (continued he in a tender 
accent) will you not alſo join to pro- 


ſecute me, do you not likewiſe hate the 
ill ſtar'd Fenton? 


Hate you (repeated ſhe, trembling) 
hate Sir William Fenton ; Oh! hea- 


vens, is he a man to be hated, is he 


not my firſt, my laſt, and will he not 
be my only.” — (the ſtopped, and 
turned away her ee... to hide her. 
bluſhes.” “. 1 

Sir 
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Sir William haftily roſe, and P- | 
ing her in his arms, for the firſt time 
in his life, with unaffected tranſport, 
« And here (cried he) I vow in the 
face of heaven, that if you were not 
the firſt, you ſhall now be the laſt and 
only; love this heart ſhall e ever cheriſh, A 

. 

Sopttia "IP ge Te ber 
head on his ſhoulder, and Ser n | 
vent to her tears. 


20 e Tbere is no time to be loſt (kia 
Lord Deſmond, approaching them) 
chis Houſe is no place for you, I too 
well know the gentle nature of my 
Emma to fear any thing from her 
reſentment, however juſtly founded. | 
but ſhould Sir Marmaduke 79 | 


« Q 
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« O fly (cried Mrs. Roſcommon) | 


for the ſake of my Sophia, fly to ſome 
place of ſafety ; 1 know not how 1 


ought to act; to you, my Lord, I com- 


mit the charge of your friend; if I am 


guilty of impropriety by thus yielding 


to my compaſsion, condemn me not 


too ſeverely; the happineſs of my 
friend is at ſtake, and every other con- 


ſideration is abſorbed in chat,” 


2 W you apologize, moſt charming 


of women (ſaid Lord Deſmond) preſſ- 
ing her hand between his) for the 


ſweeteſt of all feminine graces, com- 


paſsion, and the moſt godlike of all | 


virtues, mercy.” —(Sir William mm 
caſt himſelf at her feet.) 
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«OO riſe, riſe, Sir (faid ſhe, weep- 
ing) but for the kind approbation of 
your friend, I fear I ſhould find it dif- 

ficult to juſtify to myſelf my preſent 
conduct; but for heavens ſake be gone, 
we ſhall be miſſed by our gueſt, per- 
| haps my uncle —" 


Lord Sl, took him by the 
arm, © Come, Fenton (faid he) nor 
this houſe, nor even this kingdom, 
is for the preſent, any longer a place 
| of ſafety for you,” —then turning to 
{TINY i 


« Be. comforted, madam, depend 
on my care and attachment to your 
lover, you will not ſee me again till 

I can have the pleaſure of aſſuring you 
Fond _ that 


# 
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that he is out of the reach of the pre- 
ſent danger.” 

She courteſied her thanks. Fenton 
with ſome degree of his former gaiety, 
repeated as he looked tenderly on her, 


a line from Prior, ending with 
: 5 f 


— 


« I am a baniſh'd man." 


9 This is not a time for PEAT | 
delicacy and reſerve (exclaimed Sophia) 
if you are baniſhed, my Fenton, you 
| ſhall not be long ſo without a compa- 
nion to ſhare, and if in her power to 
mitigate your ſorrow ; there is now but 
one place upon earth which can be dear 
to me, and that is where you inhabit, 
all the reſt of the world 1 is N 
OM | | She | 
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. She ſunk into his extended arms 
as ſhe ſpoke; her conqueſt over his 
5 heart was now complete, and perhaps 

but for this laſt even, it never would 

have been ſo. © 3 


My 1 8 him away, and 
Emma ſupported her half fainting cou- 
fin to her apartment, from whence ſhe 
ſent an apology to the company for 
their long abſence, and alſo a requeſt 
that they would excuſe her appearing | 
again that evening, as Miſs Cy 
Was taken — ul. Es 


They all 1 1 their com- 
; pliments of condolence; ordered their 
| . carriages; the. younger part of the 
eh having feureda  chaperon, 
went 
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went to Ranelagh, for which chey were 
ſtill in tolerable time. Lady Barbera 
finiſhed her diſſertation upon Hume's 
laſt publication, with Sir Marmaduke | 
and her obſequious attendant Mr. 
Marſham ; then qui fly | ſtepped | into 
her carriage, and finiſhed the night by 
ſketching out the rough draught of a 


letter againſt Beaty on truth 


END OF vol. 4 
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By Mrs. GUNNING. 
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TIE demand for this excellent Work is now fo great, 
that the two firſt Impreflions have been already ſubſcribed 
| for amongſt the Trade ; fuch Ladies and Gentlemen there- 
fore as requeſt this Novel, will be early in their Directions 
to the Bookſeller, that they may not be diſappointed. 


- 
ä 


* N 2 
* 24 1 3 3 e ö 1 
N L 0 V D 0 N ä ö 


PRINTED FOR WILLIAM LANE, 


== 


_ — fois 122 32 >. 
rr > 
—— : hes 


4 


& 4 


—- A 


Z 3 


3 
n 


AT THE A 
Minerva Preſs, ä * 
"LEADENHALL-STREET, + I 
—  — 
1 CC xc. 


PR 1 
Bert eee dee 
„ „ 8 — 9 

l F ** „ 

* A I 2 . * 

$ 
— > * N 
A = 


25 


